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INTRODUCTION
statement of the Problem .
So consistently and prominently has juvenile delin-
quency been discussed in the past that people in general are
apt to thinic of it as a nev/ and menacing aspect of modern so-
cial life. Shattering events of the war with its resulting
upheavals, frustrations, and drastic changes in vital condi-
tions affecting all walks of life, have intensified the basic
causes of the problems of youth born into depression, nourish-
ed amid panic days, and catapulted into the post-war confusion
of present world conditions. It is true that the war has pro-
duced many ill effects culminating in increased antisocial be-
havior, but many of the underlying causes of delinquency still
remain undetermined. The respective v/eiglits and positions of
different factors that cause delinquency, much less their per-
mutations and combinations have as yet hardly been delineated.
Although it seems fashionable to attribute all delin-
quency to one cause, tie home, all serious students realize
and teach that the complexities and intricacies of the subject
are manifold and in many instances obscure and baffling even
to trained observers. Cyril Burt has encountered 17U distinct
factors, including heredity, environmental, physical, and men-
tal "causes", which were influential contributions to delin-
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2quency in the cases he studied,^
Every child at birth has the potentialities of becom-
ing a useful citizen or a delinquent. The way these tenden-
cies are directed will determine his social destiny. The so-
called delinquent child is regarded as a misdirected, normal
human being. Society must provide nonns for conduct which
have some solidity, clarity, consistency, and reliability, in
order that the standards of the law, church, and home will
have a definite meaning.
In examining all of the seemingly contradictory expla-
nations of the causes of delinquency, it is found that they do
have one common denominator; the inability of the child to
meet the obligations or temptations of a particular situation
without resorting to violation of the criminal law. The
frailty of human nature is evidence that no absolute answer
exists whid-i would eradicate delinquency.
In point of fact, juvenile delinquency in this Common-
wealth means violation of law by children from seven to seven-
teen years of age, and it is as new as each generation and as
old as the human race. In volume and seriousness of offenses
it is relatively minor when contrasted with adult delinquency.
Its primary importance derives from its fundamental social
nature, as it involves some families, concerns every family,
^ Cyril Burt, The Young Delinquent (New York; D,
Appleton-Century Company, IQSS;, p, 575.
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and affects an entire community in its ultimate implications.
It is also a reasonable measure and indication of community
moves and attitudes.
That there is need for greater knowledge of the re-
sponsibilities of family life can be seen in the evidence
given in newspapers throu^out the country. Almost daily the
newspaper headlines contain a shocking account of the crime
of some juvenile. Scattered throu^out the columns of metro-
politan papers are notices of divorces. Everyone knows that
divorces result when there is family breakdown, and that much
juvenile delinquency is bred in unsound, loosely-knit family
groups
.
Purpose of the Study .
The purpose of this study is threefold; firstly, to
discover whether runaways possess certain traits to differen-
tiate them from non-runaways ; secondly, to ascertain what
constellation of factors produces in certain boys such deep-
set feelings of deprivation that running away is the response;
and thirdly, to deterralme the contributions of the Citi zenstiip
Training Department in the rehabilitation and social adjust-
ment of sixteen runaway boys vho were adjudicated delinquent
by the Boston Juvenile Court from January, 1944, to December,
1946, The conditioning factors constitute ultimately the cen-
tral problem, Tliese boys range in age from twelve to sixteen
years and were ordered by the court to attend the Citizenship
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Training Departraent for the first twelve weeks of their pro-
bationary period. This agency was created to help boys, who
were adjudged delinquent, to develop the art of living in
harmony with other people through the medium of adjustment to
norms and standards of behavior demanded by society in general
Justification .
If the essential nature and scope of the situation are
understood, there arises the realization that it cannot be
lightly dismissed with pat solutions, nor can immediate, hap-
py results always be expected. Tremendous advances have been
and are being made in the field of juvenile personality ad-
justments, and conditions which were acceptable at not too
distant times would be considered intolerable today. Compe-
tent recent, authoritative studies have established the facts
that adequate, decent housing and planned, supervised recrea-
tion have materially reduced delinquency in every area so
charted and studied.
The problem of dealing with delinquents and youthful
criminals is part of the larger task which society faces in
providing for the protection, security, and training of its
young people. Every child who is in need should have provid-
ed for him whatever assistance and guidance may be required
to assure him security, protection, and opportunity for the
growth of his personality. The children of today are the
adults of tomorrow. The main threads of the pattern of adult
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life emanate from the situations and experiences of childhood
and from the child’s reactions to those phenomena. The future
success or failure of the nation depends upon the welfare of
the children in every community, which automatically sets up
for them interests and activities characteristic of the com-
munity’s state of civilization.
The methods of salvaging young lives may seem costly
in terms of both work and money; but the same is true of all
efforts aiming at reconstruction. If a large measure of suc-
cess ensues, even larger suras of money would seem well justi-
fied. The v/riter aims to discover positive results in this
study of sixteen runaway boys in attendance at the Citizenship
Training Department from January, 1944, to December, 1946, by
concentrating on each case history which has been compiled by
means of home and school visits, the reading of records of ot-
her agencies to whom the boy and his family have been known,
personal interviev/s with the boy, and observations obtained
through the medium of group activity.
Sources of Data
.
In the compilation of this thesis the writer made ex-
tensive use of the books, periodicals, and pamphlets listed
in the bibliography for general information and background
material. Further research was conducted at the Widener Li-
brary at Harvard University, at the Boston University School
of Social Work Library, at the Boston Public Library and sev-
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eral of its branches, and also at the Citizenship Training
Department. Of invaluable assistance was the generous coop-
eration given by John J, Connelly, Judge of the Boston Ju-
venile Court, by Edward J, O'Meara, Chief Probation Officer
of the Boston Juvenile Court, by Joseph Shea, Director of the
Citizenship Training Department, and by Catherine G. Carey,
Chief Case V/orker at the Citizenship Training Department.
Method and Scope ,
In the presentation of Material contained herein the
writer used the case study method, f or v/hich a schedule was
pprepared. All cases were obtained from the active case work
files in the Citizenship Training Department last December,
Inasmuch as there were only sixteen local runaway boys who
were adjudged delinquent by the Boston Juvenile Court and re-
ferred to this department from January, 1944, to December,
1946, the writer concentrated his study on this particular
group. Of necessity the number of cases under study during
this period was limited by the fact that many of the manaways
brought before the Boston Juvenile Court resided outside of
Massachusetts, and consequently were returned to their local
authorities. Since the Boston Juvenile Court refers to this
department all boys between the ages of twelve and seventeen
who are placed on probation, the elements of time and the de-
2 See Appendix I
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the method of selection.
The cases studied will take into consideration mental,
physical, biological, religious, environmental, and social
factors, as well as age-grade retardation and home conditions,
which have been interwoven in the development of these six-
teen boys. Their ability to make adjustments, their physical
activity, outlets for self-expression, an analysis of respon-
ses, and the final disposition of the cases will also be con-
sidered ,
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CHAPTER II
COHCERKING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
Juvenile Delinquency Defined .
Under the Massachusetts law a delinquent Is “a child
between seven and seventeen who violates any city ordinance
or town by-lav/ or ccmmlts an offense not punishable by death
or by Imprisonment for llfe,"^ Massachusetts law places the
entire process In juvenile cases in a proper setting by pro-
viding that the sections of the statutes pertaining to juve-
nile delinquents treat them, not as criminals, but as chil-
dren needing aid, encouragement, and guidance.
The general public is called upon to abandon the prac-
tice of finding fault and of laying blame, and to recognize
the fact that the causes of delinquency are natural and uni-
versal, that the problems of delinquent children are the
problems of all children, and that the delinquent’s social
needs—the need for security in his home life, in the affec-
tion of his parents ard companions, and the need for recogni-
tion, new experience, experimentation, and achievement— are
as real as his physical needs for food and v/annth.
Dr. Lou has combined the juvenile court statutes in
several states in formulating the following legal definitions
1 Massachusetts Board of Probation, Probation Manual
of Massachusetts
,
Seventh Edition
.
August. 1836
.
p. 34.
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of delinquency, as applied to any child under a certain year
of age who
1
.
2 ,
3.
4.
5.
6 .
7.
8
.
9.
10
.
11
.
12
.
violates a state law or local ordinance (offenses
which, if cornmitted by an adult, are punishable
by death or life imprisonment are often excepted);
is wayward, incorrigible, or habitually disobedi-
ent;
associates with thieves, criminals, prostitutes,
vagrants, or vicious persons;
is growing up in idleness or crime;
knowingly visits a saloon, pool room, billiard
room, or gambling place;
knowingly visits a house of ill fame;
wanders about streets at night;
wanders about railroad yards, j’omps on moving
trains, or enters any car or engine without au-
thority;
habitually uses or writes vile, indecent, or ob-
scene language;
absents himself from home without just cause or
without the consent of parent or guardian;
is immoral or indecent: or
is an habitual truant.^
According to Dr. James S. Plant, who had a large
share in formulating the report of the delinquency committee
of the White House Conference on Child Health and Protection,
It is precisely as the individual with his life to
lead meets the more rigid, the more fixed, the more
dominant needs of the institutions \Mnich surround him
that stress arises, that tension arises, maladjust-
ment and delinquency .3
This same committee adopted in their report the following
definition of the tern; "Delinquency is any such juvenile
misconduct as night be dealt with under the law," further
^ Herbert H. Lou, Juvenile Courts in the U. S., p. 65.
^ U. 8, Children's Bureau, The Del inquent Child
,
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pointing out that ’’the stresses which bend the delinquent are
of precisely the same character as those which bend cur lives.
"
A delinquent child is an average driild; he may have
some defects especially in his home life, religious life, and
in his ability to adjust in school. Delinquency is a process,
not an isolated act, and is one mode of affording a vehicle
for expression of reactions to emotional discomforts and to
human situations involving the total being of the individual
concerned.
Nature and Extent of Juvenile Delinquency .
On the basis of the best statistics available the de-
linquency committee of the White House Conference estimated
that about two hundred thousand different children yearly
pass before the courts on delinquency charges,'*^ Where Chil-
dren’s Bureau figures are available, it is estimated that one
child in every hundred of juvenile-court age comes before the
courts as delinquent in the course of a year. The numerical
seriousness of the problem is obvious.
It must be remembered that many children whose conduct
is in conflict with the law are never brought to court. This
is due to several reasons. The misdemeanors are often over-
looked in rural districts. Some parents are financially able
^ P. 24.
^ U. S, Children’s Bureau, Social Services for Chil -
dren
.
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to procure special care for their children. School authori-
ties often handle personality and behavior problems v;ithout
referring such cases to the juvenile court, except as a last
resort; and visiting teachers deal v/ith numerous problems of
maladjustment. Police departments handle many cases without
reference to ttie juvenile courts.® The terra "delinqiient ” has
been generally applied only to those children whose miscon-
duct has been officially dealt vidth.
Because of the inadequacies or absence of reliable
and comprehensive data over a period of years it is difficult
to state with certainty whether juvenile delinquency as known
to police and courts is increasing or decreasing. Lack of
uniformity in methods of reporting prevents accurate compari-
son of statistics of various cities. Arousing of public in-
terest, advances in research and methods of treatment, the
Increasing development of psychological, psychiatric, social,
and related sciences, have been instrum.ental in attacking the
delinquency problem. This is evidenced by more adequate pro-
vision of institutions, probation systems, child guidance
clinics, and the like.
Statistics show that the interests and pursuits of
children of different ages are reflected in the types of of-
fenses which they commit. Boys who come before the juvenile
U, S. Children’s Bureau, Facts about Juvenile De-
linquency
.
pp. 4-5.

courts usually present different delinquency problems from
those of girls. Charges of carelessness or mischief decrease,
as the age of the children Increases. Truancy and running
away seem to occur more often among children betv/een fourteen
and sixteen years of age than among those of any other age
group
,
Factors of Causation .
It would be difficult to analyze or classify all of
the different forms and degrees of delinquency. Many abnor-
mal conditions are frequently found to be causal factors; yet
no one or a few can be considered the real cause of the ab-
normal behavior of the child. Every case has many divergent
and overlapping aspects. The possibilities of modifying be-
havior are naturally the foremost consideration, when a young
person presents a problem of personality deviation, undesira-
ble habits, or delinquency. The fact that delinquents show
remarkably good promise for moral therapy must not be lost
sigiht of. Hie peculiar nature of the ch5.1d, his background
of experience and family life, and his particular needs are
all Inextricably interwoven. Physical and social heredity,
emotional disturbances, glandular deficiencies, and a host of
other factors, both in isolation and in a variety of combina-
tions, have been emphasized as causative factors of delin-
quency.
Dire poverty with consequent economic insecurity, men-
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tal deficiency, crowded slm areas with ample opportunity for
wrongdoing and a tradition of antisocial conduct,, broken and
distorted home life accompanied by ujifortimate parental rela-
tionships, badly occii.pied leisure time, culture conflict, all
are included in the complex of forces in which delinquent at-
titudes and behavior are generated.
Nationally known Juvenile Judge Grilliam of the famed
Denver Juvenile Court stated that one of the chief contribu-
ting factors to juvenile delinquency is lack of security,
v/hich may account for seeming nau^tiness in a normal, average
child. This is something vh ich is often passed over as of
little Importance and often establishes habits which, if not
handled rightly, may develop into defects of personality and
character that will greatly limit the individual's usefulness
and happiness and nay bring him into conflict with the law.
The danger sign of all of the child's actions becoming snarl-
ed up in this "phase” should not be minimized. Children must
have ample outlets for their energies; if the energies of
growing children are not canalized into healthy activities,
they will seek unwholesome and antisocial channels.
Many children need some parental substitute as a
means of forming a desirable "ego ideal" or source of hero
worship and emulation. Lack of identification with such a
^ Margaret Hill, "Juvenile Judge," The Modern Baby
,
February, 1947, p, 3,
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model in the home occurs in records of unfortunate parental
relationships, misunderstandings, family bickerings, unwanted
children, and absence of parental control. No child could
develop a wholesome personality amid constant parental indif-
ference, ignorance, brutality, and rejection.
Frequently the disharmony in the \mbroken home is a
more subtle cause of misbehavior than the neglect that is of-
ten typical of the broken home. The home should be the safest
place on earth to the child, with absolute freedom from fear
and with the necessary factor of understanding parents. Many
children have been cheated of earth’s most important, most
lasting education—home training. Even Thomas Jefferson, a
radical in his days and an enemy of organized religion, firm-
ly believed and said that education for a virtuous personal
life was the foundation and beginning of all democratic edu-
cation,® Unless parents give example of virt-ae, their mere
words are meaningless; and the first lessons in wrong living
are often learned ri^t in their homes.
The best home for the child should be the home of its
parents. However, some parents are incompetent or daiioralized
and will remain unsuitable guardians despite the fact that in-
creasing attention is being directed toward helping than to
make their homes better for their children, ^l/holesome life
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in a child’s own family circle is the most advantageous back-
||
il
ground for the ri^t unfolding of the young personality. The |i
il
sense of belonging in the home meets one of the deepest fun-
||
i
damental needs of life,
|
It is surprising the number of children who plead to
j
be sent to institutions. Most juvenile delinquents do not
have any hone or famil^r life. They do not belong anywhere
nor to anyone who is truly interested in them. Thus it is
not startling that they are ready and eager to be sent to a
"home", even if it is an orphanage or a reformatory. It is
the nearest approach to security they have ever known. ^ Oftenl
what is needed is merely a little reassurance and affection,
A high percentage of delinquents are school children.
In the majority of these cases are found histories of school
failure, retardation, and rejection of traditional subject
matter of the school systems. School dissatisfaction and
maladjustment often contribute to delinquency.
Persistent appearance of heartbreaking, soul-destroy-
ing influences of poverty, squalor, personal frvis tration, in-
security, and emotional conflict play an important role in
the development of delinquent attitudes, TTiese are augpiented
by other contributing causes: bad companionship, inadequate
and improper play and other essential expressional opportu-
Hlll, 0£. cit .
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nlties, degraded neig?iborhood surroundings, gang influence,
vicious commercialized recreations, and deplorable circum-
stances associated with slum areas and run-down communities. |
IvTucIt'. routine delinquency is attributable to environ- !
mental hazards, character defects, neglect and cruelty, de-
viations and inadequacies, faulty training with extremes of i
Ii
harshness and complacency, and general social inadequacy.
|
Such conditions destroy, distort, and frustrate normal child
j
development. Delinquency has its roots in the dynamic life
||
of the comnurity, v\^ich is in reality no better tlian the in-
dividual. The home may be inadequate, but so too are the
community, the forces therein, and the individual boy. Ob-
viously in any group of juvenile delinquents from the poorest
sections of a large city, there is a considerable percentage
that have criminal, vicious, or defective parents and have
grown up with such poor standards and bad habits that delin-
quency is deeply rooted in them.
Juvenile delinquency must be recognized as a timeless,
human problem common to all communities. Althoi’.gh the delin-
quency rate, as recently published by the Boston Council of
Social Agencies, is relatively low, this fact should stimu-
late the support and encouragement in every possible way of
the fundamental character-building agencies of home, church,
school, social services, recreation, and commijinity activities.
r
<3
,
•
•.-'If' 1 . .J-. :u\ to, 'Xf-'ri'Vt C'Cif" .• Jf';i t'-Nfl-i ,r.fc..Iiln
-vr.'itn .a ' ' ' '--ivf»o
^
;;r.c-1 .1 >f.:: /X&i.'j'' ft# rf.'j ( ly
. -ci
u
..i ' u; u». j,' . .' ' '“iir'i i£:u ; cf’-Tf ft HU J «i 1 1j iw f.i' o It rai:,ii; ,fn
-
•i N.'if) c\*r ’-f.M;', el
-
'
,
.tj.ei-'iy ;a/t i
•i. e;n U J Daf;. er;r. ‘Xi- r/
. V'j^' ; 1 i’.' /'ol Ii.f rioj. j jc *::?,. r;«,s OflX '
'•. f't itrl>f*ii:f/{
XX I v: ic,r‘:((v
^
»-noJ.J.lXnor* 'i£oi.3
«*i;x mX.-um^X esij nJ- i..ico-L ,‘.#:^*x /ur.c :»{<n.tl'
.
-
-x'd’ xi.-i '! 'i J vt .'vf i on T.ii: •'; "J' fi.t • .i.. ’
.
.f.' tfj'jia.'un X'^
>
-/O . rnj ,Ci. •LXvXi nX i x
^
c>-:r'. ffTt
-co
I
f>/x? rnr'tl iXr./) 'r<\ LiV^'L^ ^ V-CiirrfXv
!;^O0'-OX •'* XdX^T*?^' ‘. L ; lOO el ,'’
^
“ t tii H 'l.O ?if*0.t .tOOG
< ^
f.v.M />fiB ujno'ritf^ <>.'/ ?,. ;' 'j
->x >v \j.-:.i evaii. Jj&ifX
-
‘
'ob jui j/tXt. bx'-c ;Utw ri'vo'r^
. a:vf}\f XvX' o'i: i:X
^^4'^ c^.rrc^,r .‘j\ , f, ' , XriijiMivR, ••> fX« 0 ,' 0 ct:<7 n£iun!
*W9 ’
.
jf:' IXt>ri;joC> X(r-:.'eoa oxX^
; ••'O^a.l.t-rroq fp
-•
.;..j^tR hI/,'C]{e p.Ict .wol xS'^V tJrJXe'i rj ,'in DiXocx'.
Ic y v; t e«A, y-fpv-f-. r. , u‘v'.';'.>ori*' fin;i r>icqf!£7f’. vcidi edai
,
rU' 'tO p,i. ^iU i'/XX.'.'
-a' XDjL{‘i.«i‘ir; X.J.'tni) 'TtXvbxur'i r.i'fit
. . ,?:7tj.'. ,-,u'.> u;i#;
,
^ J.c. V'i;f>a lyi-tv-e ^loor.'rc
CHAPTER III
PSYCHOLOGFY OF RUMING AWAY
Tlrie Committee on Runaway Children of the National Pro-
bation Association defines rijinaway children as follows;
"Those boys and girls who live outside the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court where they are apprehended, and who have ap-
parently left without the knowledge or consent of their par-
ents or guardians,"^ Running away is one method of escaping
from a conflict and seems to be associated primarily with pu-
bertal changes and poor home conditions.
There is great variation in the seriousness of the of-
fense of running away, as well as in the original causations
and in the tendency to repeat this form of delinquency. Since
the family is the first and foremost authority known to runa-
ways, it is the family against whom they show a marked defi-
ance. A large number of transient youths are from typical
American, homes, from which they have been driven in search of
economic security or a happier life. Fevr children leave home
to become vagrants deliberately. A period of real wanderlust
is no sign of aberration, for this mode of behavior is just as
apt to occur in normal boys who may harbor a grudge, with or
^ Nannie Oppenheimer, The Treatment of Runaway Chil -
dren (New York: Proceedings of the National Probation Asso-
ciation, 1926), p. 269.

without good reason, against hone or other conditions as it
is to appear in cases of mentally deficient individuals, A
youth is especially likely to leave home if the family is
large or the environment abnormal, Avhile the lure of getting
a job leads many a boy away from the family hearth.
There is a constellation of personality traits in cer-
tain boys which makes them more receptive than others to the
idea of running away. It is the combination of factors in
the environment which thwart natural urges and make social re-
lationships unsatisfying that probably sets up attitudes con-
ducive to running away. No absolute measuring rods are a-
vailable for psychological material; one can only compare the
runaway’s behavior, accurately and consistently judged as a
structural v/hole, with a group of other individuals under the
same conditions.
It is astonishing to note ho^v frequently a younger
child finds easy times, shelter, good food, amusements, flat-
tery, and many interests in his adventures on boats and trains
or on the road. Very few people he meets seem to appreciate
the likelihood that his running away will lead, as it fre-
quently does, to serious delinquency. From the standpoint of
causation the situation is very different in the case of older
boys who run away; there is the spirit of adventure, rebel-
lion against home conditions, emotional crises, desire for
independence, dissatisfaction with school life, fear of disci-
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pllne, too complex social life, and failure to achieve an am- ,
hition or to receive recognition in their social relation-
ships. Economic trouble or unhappy home life, where the par-
ents do not seem to understand their children, often prompts
youths to run away. Vtfhen home is no longer a source of secu-
- rity, comfort and opportunity, they leave to find what it
j
lacks. Occasionally they desert their homes in defiance or
merely want to break the parental bonds and seek new outlets, ||
v/hich generally Involves other offenses, such as disobedience
i
at home or truancy from school. ,
Truancy develops as a rebellion against the next most i
'I
frequently met authority, the school, because most of these
boys are forced to do work for v/hich they lack both capacity
j
and interest and which is often almost impossible for them, to
;
j
accomplish; hence a desire to escape school difficulties is
jj
another frequent excuse for running away. Thou^ often con-
|
sidered ll^tly, running away and truancy in childhood are in I
reality distinctly serious matters which may blossom directly
jj
It
into antisocial careers. Contrast cases of the simple offense
of truancy. One boy may be avoiding a situation in which he
feels Inadequate and discouraged. Another has developed out
of family life antagonism to all forms of authority including
the school. Another has such need of recognition that he be-
comes truant in order to be a "regular fellow" with his com-
panions. Still another is the victim of peculiar anxieties
"
.
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which make the classroom hateful to him. Maladjustment of
|
I
the child to the pattern of school life, with subsequent tru- i
II
ancy, plays an important role as a predecessor of running
^
away, '
Nelson’s study of 135 delinquent children in Brockton,
j
1
Massachusetts, Indicated that truancy was a factor in twenty-
|
five per cent of the cases. The New Jersey Juvenile Delin-
quency Commission studied the largest number of records and
,
found truancy reported in six thousand of the 21, 200 juve- '
nile court cases examined, which is twenty-nine per cent,
j
Since truancy was reported in approximately two thirds of
j
those cases in which reference was made to school attendance,
j
1
the Commission concluded that the true incidence of truancy i
was somewhere between twenty-nine per cent and sixty-six and
[
1
2
six tenths per cent, probably nearer the latter figure.
Truancy, youthful vagabondage, is well called the
kindergarten of crime and is a forerunner of delinquency. In
spite of tlie diversity of determinants the name of the offense
provides little, if any, clue to behavior which originates in
the fundamental urges, wishes, or desires of human nature.
Physical hardship is endured by runaways, who endan-
ger their health by leading a life of irregular habits and
suffering from lack of food and proper housing conditions,
^ William C. Kvaraceus, Juvenile Delinquency and the
School
, p, 145,
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Most runaways living in a city never leave its environs dur-
|
ing their rovings, and the majority of them sleep in halls,
subways, and train depots. If the runaway is allowed to wan-
der about for months, unschooled and undisciplined, he un-
doubtedly will fall into bad habits.
One of the acute problems affecting society is the
moral peril to runaways, who are in constant danger of all
kinds of environments which often lead than unwillingly to
disaster. Another paramount problem to society is the psy-
chological effect of the wandering which in many instances
fosters and leads to the nurturing of the possibilities of a
"hand-to-mouth" existence. There then arises the problem of
reclaiming the runaway to a useful position in society, be-
fore he acquires an attitude of being defeated and rejected
by life.
Vilhen there is a yearly average of 245 runaway epi-
sodes in an institution caring for about four hundred malad-
justed boys, the seriousness of the problem from various
angles is apparent. This problaii is first of all one for
the home and the school. It becomes a concern of the commu-
nity at large only after these two basic social institutions
have failed to meet the problem in a satisfactory manner.
Effort should be made to give the child a feeling of belong-
3 Zena C. O'Connor, The Runaway Boy in the Correction-
al School
.
p. 1.
— •
1 r
' •.€• •vf '/r.'“ 1 1 J ' ' '• ft 4 ij a
<
r i' :• < X j,n n'iiS’
1 » J i.- I't.t / J. - L X ^ »iM ‘I 'i- IT . i.
- Uf i' \
^
'Vli Hr Jf !.' "U bo I.r f>ri«u‘a /r
.
J.\t «t1i An\' < j
u jo rl - ' i.U n.’ So ^ ' 'ii‘ f'f'.i
' ictcyri M.'l'i
i. UJ 'XV •xry.} n •f# -' >0 O/I'-'
c-.i f a ‘Vf’j;' i5>r'.'/ .>-v.oi a-'
t
/
J f: 'A (. J ’''J.»u--rc; .7 xfr-' *!r‘
1
: c t f 1 1, * "a.: .•(: O ’ tti'V'.;-. 7, . ;i
,
(•
'a f. S-’} f .Alii. Pa (r;cr • x: ' 'lo ’uai • ;
C‘ n i.
.L^
'
O'
•L^i K- J X i ' - t 'fr ;t .VO’’
-
,
. bvci:-. aX XK'J.o X f. Or Xulot i/ j» O.t ’,
J'.' fr • vc-X •. : •
bit*
^
IXO
iV'*:'v/ » :torfJt-'u\’iU'' 'ic r'lrJ'i
’0
.tot-''.V'. X/’'^ .’-.oio.ioi
.i r j i U';fih£?» f '1
I Ixt? ” ii.U!nn-0'J-
- jtX ;xjtXo('-i
!
. ,t tiM’; Tv! I '}C' ,h!‘ifJ’/JjK r^i f. ‘
.. tui
.u'xxi ]:€
~ •; ?’ V J"' -'' '/* '1' - "jo \J'\' i' f hi xro.*i\/
- H./.j.,iir '
‘.//(.’X X. ' f. '.il / o ( C‘.* jj,i 1 .f fiJ iir 'li i,c* <• t
B; '/ ir' /ij .r.'b
-•il.r ' ! >' i'tC'K f
•ir-‘ Jiif, ilf.,
'
f> Jr, ‘UX iiJ 'it: L'^rj^iO r
. fP ‘t
c Ju 'lo M'Lwrti^or) m rixKf J X , -..oottoR b, , t /rcr!
Bar.; Ja' J ,» jKf..: Ls toO!;- :, IJi/j-' /nvx^ p>-;. ,1;}
. xiX't;(i v'/to.t' j
.“
lc.X t
.
f: iXjXu’O'^c^ j'Tin od'
\
--,rx i’t.o >.i<i iMi-jX' •- iTiiif ?.vi3 t-J ,r>x*' l)^£:ro fi; r'^oX'jc
f I t
.
r. v(>(i ! I-. »5a'.
<li q1 hit 1' '.>••
>4 / ;Ki-l (yx r'j
‘1 fii JJL» ^vtjll
uO/I )‘.'jL o\xr.;f
L’' t. ' vPi'j;.-
XiL'r'P’l.'Pii JX XLl*i 2. t 'X<-
"
. C .‘C7 t
' Sj-
E-'-t
i'.r I'm
, , ‘.ii
V' '.TMI'X .. J.i'j.ifv'f
Ing and security in the home, adjustment in school, and an op-
portunity to gain social satisfaction and status in all social
relationships
,
If the potential runaway can he identified, special
treatment can he outlined for him so that his response may he
resorted to less frequently through formulating methods of
treatment which will modify hoth the causal factors and the
behavior patterns of the individual hoy.
Hie policy of juvenile courts located in cities of a
hundred thousano population and above is to return non-resi-
dent children to their homes whenever possible. It must be
remembered that many of these runaways have suffered in their
ovm homes a great deal of punishment given by way of disci-
pline, and this has led to fear; so that the individual has
been even afraid to return home. Therefore any discipline
provided must be tempered by good judgment. Appealing to the
development of manly self-control and encouraging a feeling
that failure to face a situation bespeaks cowardliness may
prove worthwhile, but they cannot be produced merely throu^
preaching. With older boys it is often a matter of building
up stronger personality traits througti encouragement or af-
fection and recognition.
Methods and details of treatment are necessarily va-
ried and individual and must be fitted to the special require-
ments of the case. Substitutive activities, accompanied by
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affection and response, must genuinely interest the boy. A
change of school, regulation of recreation, arousing interest
in athletics, conferences including representatives of all
interested agencies, membership in a boys' club, regular at-
tendance at church and Sunday school, specialized vocational
training to aid in the development of a particular ability,
all must be taken into consideration in the therapeutic re-
habilitation of the runaway.
A serious problem is presented by the large number of
boys and girls who in the course of a year run away from home
and get into difficulties and so into the juvenile courts.
Because many of tlxese children are not members of the communi-
ty in wliich tiiey are apprehended, the courts are reluctant to
accept permanent responsibility for them. Consequently they
are frequently released with instructions to return home,
which is often complicated by failure of their parents or lo-
cal authorities to furnish money for their transportation.
As a result of experience certain standards have been
developed ii^iicii follow subs tan tiall 2r those recoriimended by the
committee on runaway children of the National Probation asso-
ciation:
1. The child should be returned to his own home or
to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court where
he resides unless it be clearly established that
it is against the best interest of the cliild to
be returned to the home or community from which
he has run away.
. Transportation for the child to his home should be2
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obtained from the parents or from the home commu-
nity, if possible; or if this is impossible, from
sources in the community in v^hich the child is
apprehended.
5.
No child should be returned to any locality until
it is definitely established that he belongs
there
.
4. The child should be cared for in a detention home,
boarding home, or elsewhere until he can be re-
turned to his home or to the community where he
belongs, reimbursement for this care to be obtain-
ed from the parents or the home cormnu 2iity if pos-
sible .
5. The juvenile court in the community from which the
child comes, in addition to the parents and guar-
dians, should be notified of che vtiereabouts of
the child,
6. The parents or guardian of the clriild should be re-
quired to come to the court if possible. If this
is not possible, a prooation officer or other re-
sponsible person should accompany tlie child to his
home. If neither of these arrangonents can be
made, the cooperation of travelers aid societies
or other welfare agencies, railroad officials, or
police should be obtained to make certain that the
child does return to his home under such condi-
tions as are necessary to insure his safety and
welfare
,
7. Active cooperation and interest of local authori-
ties and agencies should be obtained to insure
proper treatment of sucii children at the first
point of contact rather than allowing them to pass
from cominunity to community.^
Dr. Clairette Armstrong, psychologist in tirie Chil-
dren's Court of New York City, conducted a research involving
66U rianaway boys who had been arraigned in the Children's
Court of New York City as delinquents by parents or others on
the specific charge of deserting their homes or for other de-
linquencies, SoExO of her main conclusions were as follows;
^ U. S. Children's Bureau, Facts about Juvenile Delin
quency
, pp, 32-33,
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(1) The runaway boys were somewhat younger than the
average of delinq.uent boys,
(2) These boys’ averaged seventy-eigiit per cent,
which is not much aifferent on a whole from that
of other groups dealt with by the court, althou^
somewhat lower than that of public- school chil- !
dren.
(3) Four-fifths of these had foreign-oorn parents,
which indica-ces that the conflict of culture pat-
terns in the homes is one of tne main factors.
(4) These runaway boys came from families among whom
the lowest economic levels are more prevalent
than among the general population. In this re-
spect they were similar to other groups of delin-
quent boys. The mothers of one third of the run-
|
aways were employed. The mother v/as the sole
j
support for thirteen per cent. These chilaren
were sadly neglected. !
(5) More than half of the runaways had disrupted farai-j
lies, a far greater proportion than that for any
other group. More than one fourth of them had !
stepparents, whicli was over four times as many as
in the public-school group. The runaways had more
radical changes in the home situations than any
other group studied, and most of the family catas-
trophes occurred before the runaway boys were six
years of age.
j
(6) Tliese boys on the whole came from large families.
About twelve per cent were only children, and
there was a persistent tendency for the runaway
to be the oldest child in the family. Nineteen
per cent had half brothers and sisters, mostly
younger,
(7) Overt destructive factors, such as alcoholism, im-
morality, amentia, psychoneurosis, psychosis, tu-
berculosis, and criminality, were more frequently
present among the mothers of the runaways than a-
mong the mothers of boys in the two control
groups
,
(8) Half of the ru.iaway group had nervous habits, such
as eneuresis, masturbation, temper tantrums, sleep
walking, talking, crying, and nail-biting. The
runaways led in all nervous habits except sleep
walking and temper tantrums,
(9) Physical defects were found to be numerous araong
the runaway boys,
(10)
Recidivism rated thirty-six per cent in this
group; they averaged two and three tenths court
arraignments
,
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(11) A third of the rimawa^/'s had had experience in or- i
phanages.
^
(12) More than half of the runaways had complaints of i
stealing against them, the majority having stolen
|
only from their own homes. More than four fifths i
of the runaways were truants, Ttie nature of theirj
offenses naturally caused a high rating in this
respect, I
(13) The runaways as a rule deserted alone, althou^ I
they sometimes joined others in their v;anderings
,
It was found that runaways resembled the average de- 1
linquent boys comritted to correctional institutions in the
high incidence of foreign parentage; in intelligence, since
both groups were generally higri borderline; in frequency of
truancy charges; and in economic level of ttie home. Further
Dr, Armstrong points out that the runaway boys
were conditioned from the cradle in imwholesome re-
sponses and were raised on a foundation of instabili-
ty, Tiie maladjustments of parents shown in the num-
ber of families disrupted by separation, desertion,
or divorce, the family pathology and uncertain econom-
ic status, infallibly have their repercussions on the
child—all of which are part and parcel of the shift-
ing background of the runaways which their reactions
reflect
It may be concluded that it is the youth from unhap-
py or broken homes, who consequently lack a sense of belong-
ing anywhere, that is prone to roam. Shifting a ciiild from
one parent to another causes maladjustment, often making him
feel he is in the way or unwanted, vi/here family ties are bro-
T, Sari Sullenger, Social Determinants in Juvenile
Delinquency
, pp, 131-132,
Clairette P. Armstrong, 660 Runaway Boys
,
p, 188,
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ken, where there are stepparents, or where there is financial
trouble, the youth attempts to remedy the situation by seek- I
ing for a driange to dispel the feeling that he is unwantea or
|
a burden to his family. !j
In the final analysis there are various psychological
, |
sociological and educational factors stimulating running away
|
found singly or concomitantly in the individual runaway. The
data presented justify the conclusions that running away from
i
home is not merely fortuitous. The runaway is the victim of I
a social system--the family in its failure to function satis-
j
factorily as a unit and the schoox in its inflexibillty--and i
is held responsible for their inability to contribute an en-
vironment to which he can adjust. Like any habit, running
away becomes abnormal when persisted in to the exclusion of
socially useful reactions. "V\lhen the fundamental drives of
self-preservation and self-respect are jeopardized by dele-
terious forces, fli^t results normally,”'^
7 Ibid
. , p. 192
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CHAPTER IV
THE BOHTOK JUVENILE COURT
History and Legislature In Massachusetts . i
Ttie juvenile offender v/as for centuries treated and
j
imprisoned in the same manner as the adult criminal. The hu- i
manitarian note in the treatment of juvenile delinquents orig-j
inated in the creation of "houses of refuge" for children, the;
first of v/hich was the New York House of Refuge, established
j
in 1825, and followed by the Boston House of Refuge a year !
later. The first reform school for juvenile offenders was
established in Massachusetts in 1847 with emphasis on treat- 1
rnent after their conviction. These institutions are usually
referred to as Industrial or training schools, developed as
educational institutions rather than as reformatories.
Gradually treatment of juvenile delinquents after con-
viction was shifted to needed reforms in the procedure pre-
ceding punishment or correction. These reforms included spe-
cial personnel, social investigations, and the gradual relax-
ation of the strict, technical criminal procedure applied to
child offenders. The beginnings of the modem movement for
the care of delinquent children were made in Massachusetts in
1869, when the presence in court of a "state agent" or his
deputy was required "whenever application is made for the
commitment of any child to any reformatory maintained by the
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Cominonvi^ealth, An 1870 statute required that cases against
children under sixteen years should be heard in the Suffolk
County courts "separate from the general and ordinary crimi-
nal business, " while elsewhere the "hearing" should be held
2before probate courts instead of criminal tribunals. Delin-
quent children, instead of being held in jails and prisons,
|
were placed with private societies. It was required that the
I
agent for juveniles or an assistant have an opportunity to
investigate the case, attend the trial, and protect the inter-i
ests of the child,
A separate session for juvenile offenders with its own
court records and docket was provided for in 1877, The fol-
lowing year saw the appointment of the first probation officer
with investigative and visitorial powers, Ttius the inception
of all probation occurred in Massachusetts,
Hear the end of the nineteenth century, many other
states adopted these features or created still others in the
general movement to humanize justice and also in the growth
of a scientific attitude toward behavior and its motivations.
This culminated in the establisliment of the juvenile court.
Establishment of the First Juvenile Court .
The first juvenile court in the country was establish-
ed in Cook County, Illinois, in 1899, Tiiis comiprehens ive
General Laws of Massachusetts, 1869, chap. 453,
Ibid , , sec, 7,
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statute dealt with jurisdiction and treatment of dependent,
neglected, and delinquent children.
This act shall be liberally construed, to the end
that its purpose may be carried out, to-wit: That
the care, custody and discipline of a child shall ap-
proximate as nearly as may be that wliich should be
given by its parents, and in all cases v\fhere it can
properly be done the chilo be placed in an improved
family home and become a member of the family by legal
adoption or otherwise,*^
All essential elements of the modern juvenile court were pre-
sent :
petition Instead of complaint; summons instead of war-
rant; informal hearing instead of formal trial; spe-
cially designated judges; special juvenile courtroom
and separate "juvenile record"; probation officers
for investigations, in order "to represent the inter-
ests of the dnild" and to have custody over it, when
necessary; supervision of the clriild; provision for al-
lowing the juvenile to remain in its own home, "sub-
ject to the visitation of the probation officer";
placement of the child in a family "subject to the
friendly supervision of such probation officer";
boarding it "in some suitable family home"; committing
it, when necessary, to some appropriate institution;
discharge therefrom by the court on recommendation of
the board of managers; segregation of children sen-
tenced to an adult institution; requirement of reports
to the court from both private sind public child-caring
institutions receiving children from the court; ap-
pointment by the court of boards of visitation to in-
stitutions and organizations receiving children; and
other provisions in like spirit.^
It was now officially recognized that all juvenile issues pre-
sented becai.ie problems requiring understanding, guidance, and
Laws of Illinois, 1899, sec. 21, p. 137.
4 Sheldon and Eleanor T. Glueck, One Thousand Juvenile
Delinquents
.
p. 13.
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protection rather than problems involving such concepts as
|
’’criminal responsibility”, "guilt”, ”puni siiment ” . |
The difference between the juvenile court and most
adult courts is tiiat before disposing of the case tne judge
of the juvenile court has to know mudri more about the delin-
quent, his developmental history, capacities, farsiily situation
and the like than is available at the conclusion of the first
hearing. For this purpose further investigation by the pro-
bation officer is necessary as is examination in most cases
by a clinic specializing in the behavior problems of children.
The purpose of the juvenile court is not necessarily
to discover whether the child has comr.itted a specific crime,
but to aid him in meeting his needs normally, practically, and
5in harmony with the hi^er ideals of the community. The tru.e
function of the court is to determine whether the law has been
violated and ?/hether tkie violation is sufficiently serious to
make it necessary to place the offender under control. It
further provides legal action based on social study, with a
view to social treatment, in cases of delinquency requiring
court action and in cases involving adjudication of custody
and guardianship or enforcement of responsibilities of adults
toward children,®
5 Clinton v'y. areson, Tlie Place of the Juvenile Court
in the Social el fare Field
. p . 1
.
U. S, Children's Bureau, Social Services for Chil-
dren, p. 224,—
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Ttie organization of the juvenile court is based pri-
l|
marily on the judge and probation officers. There must be I
1
aroused in the child and the family a willingness to work withj
officers of the court, and a desire to cooperate in the re-
shaping of behavior. Broad education in the law, profound un-i
derstanding of human nature, judicial temperament, infinite i
patience, sensitivity, kindliness, firmness, all blended with
|
comraon sense, constitute desirable prerequisites for the qual-|
ifications and personality of the juvenile judge.
Essential requirements of juvenile court work, as out-
i
lined by the V^ite House Conference of 1930, are as follows:
[
qualified judges and probation officers, Intimate x^rocedure,
investigation for basic needs, experimental attitude toward
the problem, constructive use of segregation, change of envi-
ronment to meet needs, probation to establish riglnt relation-
ships. Tlie juvenile court has these cliaracteristics of equity!
jurisdiction:
|
(1) It is relatively informal in its procedure. i
(2) It is remedial, not punitive.
]
(3) It acts preventively in advance of corrjmission of I
any specific wrongdoing.
(4) It employs administrative rather than advisory
methods
.
(5) It can adapt its action to circumstances of indi-
vidual cases and so achieve a high degree of in-
dividualization, which is demanded by justice, if
not always by security."^
There are five methods of treatment possible in juve-
Roscoe Pound, The Juvenile Court and the Law
,
p, 12.
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nlle court wor^, after the social investigation has been made
|
<1
and after the court hears the case.
;
1, Dismiss the petition or coir.plaint.
j
2, Continue the case for a definite or indefinite pe-|
riod of time. I
3, Place the child on probation and determine whether
the child shall be allowed to remain in his own
home or placed in a foster home.
4, Order the cliild placed in an institution.
5, Resort to restitution and fines.
Probation
.
|
Probation received its first legal sanction in Boston
in 1878, and was slow in developing until the juvenile court
il
came into existence in 1899. It serves as a suspension of !l
II
final judgment in a case, giving tine offender an opportunity
1
to improve his conduct while living as a member of the commu-
nity, subject to conditions wliidi may be imposed by the court, ^
and under the supervision and friendly guiaance of a probatiorJ
officer who can inspire confidence and cope v^itti the active
problems of youth as they arise.
j
Broadly speaking, probation is simply a chance given ,
to a delinquent to cure his faults hiiiself without removing
him from his home. The probability of his cure depenos on '
the amount of counteracting forces the court is able to bring
to bear with such help as the court, probation officers and

social agencies can give. The ultimate goal of successful
probation is to bring about in the life of ttie driila a new
outlook or perspective, a new set of habits, a different at-
titude toward society and those with whom he comes in contact,
j
The probation officer must understand the family, in-
terpret the far-.ily attitudes to the boy and his siblings, put
him in touch with constructive forces in the cor:miunity, such
as boys' clubs and settlement houses, and help him gain a
wholesome orientation toward life and its responsibilities as
well as legitimate satisfactions.
Legislation Pertainin to Boston Juvenile Court ,
The separate juvenile court v/as established for the
City of Boston alone in 1906 with provision for appointment
by the Governor ana Council of a judge and two special jus-
tices, as v/ell as a clerk, to handle offenses coiomitted in a
small section of Boston, including the business district, the
North, Soutl-, and Vaest Jinds, and the ^5ack Bay, This law pro-
vided that the sections of the statutes pertaining to juve-
nile delinquents
shall be liberally construed so ti-at the care, custo- ‘
dy and discipline of the children orou^t before the
j
court shall approximate as nearly as possible that
which they should receive fror. their parents, and
that, as far as practicable, they shall be treated,
not as criminals, but as children in need of aid, en-
,
couragernent and guidance; and that proceedings against;
children ( , . , ) shall not be deemed crim_nal pro-
ceedings,^
I
^ General Laws of Massachusetts, Tercentenary Edition,!
1932, chap, 119, sec, 53, ' M
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Juvenile court legislation prohibits cormnitment to i
I
I
jail of those under fourteen years of age and minimizes the
|
incarceration of those between fourteen and seventeen years,
j
thereby reducing the danger of moral contamination from other
:
juvenile and adult offenders. That there is need for a more ;i
uniform system of detention and for developing specially i
staffed detention homes is indicated by the inconsistent fact i
that
I
a boy of twelve or over, arrested in the act of violaH
. ting a law of tiie commonwealth, or on a v/arrant, may, !
in the discretion of the arresting officer, be com-
,
mitted to a lockup, police station or house of deten-
;
tion.^
I
Judge Harvey E, Baker , I
With the creation of the Boston Juvenile Court, (Gov-
ernor Curtis Guild appointed Harvey Humphrey Baker as its
judge, which position he held till his death in 1915, Judge
Baker built the foundations of the Boston Juvenile Court and
I
clarified for the community just what the role of the court
should be. The report of his first five years in office con-
cluded with the opinion that "a clinic for the intensive studyl
of baffling cases which fail to respond to ordinary probation-
ary treatment would enhance the efficiency of the court more
Corrmonv/ealth of Massachusetts, Report of the Spe -
cial Corfimlssion Established to Investigate the Laws Relative
to Dependent
,
Delinquent and Neglected Children
,
and Children
Otherwise Requiring Special Care, January, 1931, House No,
1200, p, 199,
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than any other accessory,
j
i
Child Guidance Clinics. ,1
Hie child guidance clinic actually had its inception
;
in two very definite modern trends of dealing with the child:
j
first, the shift from curative to preventive measures; and
second, the ever-increasing emphasis upon the study of the
child in his total situation. The principal aim is to adjust ,
the child to his environment. Child guidance is defined as I
that
I
branch of the mental hygiene movement which is con-
cerned with the personality and conduct disorders of
childliood and whid:i takes account of the complex in-
teractions between the child and his environment and
seeks to help him to gain a workable orientation to
his world. 11
It is primarily a preventive agency aiming not to rehabilitate
the child after he has become delinquent, but rather to strlkei
at the very roots of delinquency and maladjustment by correct-^
ing minor behavior difficulties.
[
Although a psyciioiogic children's clinic was founded
in Philadelphia in 1896, the first practical demonstration of
a coordinated effort for child guidance was made in 1909 at
the Institute for Juvenile Research in Chicago by Dr, V/illiam
Healy and his associates, Hiis was followed by the Judge
Sheldon and Eleanor T. Glueck, One Thousand Juve-
nlle Delinquents
.
p, 47.
Bernard Glueck, Child Guidance
.
(Encyclopedia of
the Social Services), III, 393,
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Baker Foundation in Boston in 1917, In 1921 demonstration
clinics were established in various cities througtiout the
|
country, traveling school clinics were developed, and the i
phrase, "child guidance clinic," was coined to designate the
!
function of a special type of clinic. Bubsequent develop-
ments have been extensive.
Judge Frederick P. Cabot .
Judge Frederick Pickering Cabot became children's
court magistrate in 1916, and served in this capacity for six-
I
'I
teen years. At first he was inclined to believe that the gen-i
eral security of the community must take precedence over indi-
vidual welfare. He gradually acquireu the art of probing be-
neath the mere surface indications and uncovering hidden
sources of trouble. During the last five or six years of his
service he altered his practices; so that he v/as more concern-
I
ed with the personality difficulties and social background of
his youthful clients and stressed the informal features of the
hearing. He developed tiie practice of seeing and talking with
all delinquents before the close of their probation period and
reviewing the progress of their cases. Tlius he was enabled to
make practical suggestions for further oversight of certain
delinquents. Judge Cabot extended the work of the court, add-
ed to it the psychiatric clinic whose name honored Judge Bak-
er, and utilized the various community resources in the
court's behalf,
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Jud^e Baker Foundation.
Ia
|l
i
Tixe friends of Judge Baker, led by Judge Cabot, es- i|
tablished one of the earliest chila guidance clinics to aid
|
courts, the Judge Baker Foundation, in 1917. It was an es-
j
tablished opinion that the innate and conditioned makeup of
||
|i
the delinquent must be studied and controlled in childliood andli
that antisocial attitudes and conduct may and do originate
|j
surprisingly early in the lives of future delinquents and r
criminals.
|
jjExamination of court cases forras one part of the work.j
Various social agencies, schools and private families utilize i
the clinic for examination of "probleii driildren" who, though
j
technically not delinquent, require vocational or educational j
advice.
j|
l|
Tlie policy of the clinic is to regard the child as a
growing personality. This clinical exsimination is followed l|
by a social examination v/hich includes the follov/ing points; I
(1) judgments as to the appearance, personality, and
reliability of the informant;
(2) details of the nationality, education, habits, oc-
cupation, and standards of each parent;
(3) home conditions and family relations;
(4) significant points in the developmental history of
tixe juvenile delinquent, his habits, school rec-
ord, industrial history, interests, and compan-
ions, and his personality traits as reflected in
iii s home life, school conduct, and contacts with
companions in industry;
(5) proble ru presented by the child (e.g. stealing,
truancy, bunking out ) ; finally
(6) suggestions (recommendations) as to how the case
v;>^ hi/i
^
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should be treated by the court.
The physical examination not only discovers any physi-
cal conditions relating to the delinquency but studies the
ciiild’s health, permitting recommendations for norraal well-
being and for tiie vocational, educational, and social activi-
ties for which the individual seems best fitted.
fsyciiologic and psychiatric examinations determine the
intelligence level, special abilities and disabilities, the
ability to coordinate mental functions rather than capacity,
personality characteristics, and mental content. After these
examinations the cliild is allowed to tell his '‘own story"
alone to a psychiatrist, psychologist, or other especially
qualified worker, who then explains that the purpose of the
clinic and the juvenile court is not punishment but help, and
that this interview is not compulsory.
Before the judge disposes of the case, after the ex-
amination, a conference of the clinic staff is held for the
purpose of analyzing, interpreting, ana summarizing the exami-
nation, and making recommendations for treatment to the court.
Finally to check on the progress of its cases a follow-up pro-
gram is carried on.
Judge John F. Perkins .
Judge John F. Perkins assuraed the duties of magistrate
1 Sheldon and Eleanor T. G-lueck, One Thousand Juve -
nile Delinquents
.
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of the children’s tribunal in 1952, since wiiich time he has
promoted the idea that delinquents have offended laws of so-
ciety, and that the community’s welfare, as well as that of i
the delinquent, requires that the same treatment should be ap-^
plied to all who reject the rules of conduct of their communi-
ty. The same penalty is given to everyone committing a simi-
lar offense, minimizing differentiated treatment at this point
in the case. If psychiatric or medical treatment is indicated
after investigation, the probation officer will see that
treatment is available only after the offender is made to re-
alize the extent of his offense.
In evaluating the work of the court. Judge lerkins
felt that there was a need to make probation more effective
and that the main problem of delinquency was one of training.
With a gift for analysis and insist seldom seen equaled, he
strengthened the work of ttie court and as an experiment added
a clinic to the court--the Citizenship Training Division,
which will be discussed at length in the following chapter.
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ChAPTEH V
;i
THE CITIZEWSilP TRAINING DEPARTl'flilNT i
OF THE BOSTON JUVENILE COURT Ij
Checking incipient juvenile delinquency from the bench]
in Boston has advanced far. The underlying idea of the Boston!
court has alv^ays been to get at and correct the causes of mis-j
conduct by the young, at the same time insisting that the of-
j
fender be dealt with from the standpoint of rehabilitation
rather thaii punishment.
In illness if the disease can be cured, the body auto-
matically restores itself to health. But living with other
people is a skilled occupation; and after the cause of trouble!
has been removed, education is still necessary through self-
discipline and persistent and systematic effort. Less than
ten per cent are emotionally ill and really need therapy,
while over ninety per cent are badly trained and neea re-edu-
cation as a preparation for life, 1
Judge Perkins felt that to make probation effective
a period of conditioning was necessary. It would be necessary
also to get a well-rounded picture of each boy. With this in
mind the Citizenship Training Department was founded in 1936
to make a systematic, progressive study of each case, to see
I
whether the boy could be helped to develop self-discipline,
and to provide psychiatric treatment when necessary. TTiere
are many cases, of course, in which the need for medical, den-
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tal, or psychiatric treatment is indicated. Vi/hen attention is
required, it is given. But there is no disposition to permit
a young offender to feel that no olane attaches to himself.
Some of the reason for antisocial behavior v/as his, and he
must sho\ilder it. At the request of the presiding justice of
a juvenile session in a Boston district court, other boys on
probation are admitted to the Citizenship Training Department.
Referrals
.
All boys between twelve and seventeen years of age,
j
who are placed on probation by the Boston Juvenile Court, are
required to attend the Citizenship Training Department immedi-
ately following their court appearance, for twelve weeks, five
days a week, from four until six in the afternoon. Excep-
tions, if any, are made at the discretion of the presiding
justice. Boys placed on probation in the District Courts of
Greater Boston are admitted to the department at the request
of the presiding Justice of the Juvenile .session of such
courts
.
Immediately after the boy's first appearance in court,
after disposition of the case is made by the judge, the boy is;
referred formally by the judge to a worker of the department. I
Thus the judge is enabled to explain to the boy and his par-
ents that for the first twelve weeks of his probationary peri-
od the boy is under complete control and custody of the de-
partment, thus establishing a working relationship between the
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boy, his home, and the department. Tlriis procedure also pre-
j
pares the parents for the 'worker’s initial visit to the home
I
to talk over their son’s problem.
j
Until April, 1942, this training period was for eight
weeks, and there was no formal referral in court of the boy by
the judge to the department. The boy’s attendance at the de- '
partment was required imriiediately after his appearance and
disposition by the court.
I
Purpose.
I
The purposes of the Citizenship Training Department,
as set forth in a leaflet entitled, "The Citizenship Training
Department of the Boston Juvenile Court," issued in November,
1941, are as follows;
To study the nature and scope of the boy’s prob-
lem, from the standpoint of his personality and his
specific reason for being in Court, ana to prepare
him to accept a subsequent treatment program.
To outline and initiate, in collaboration with the
probation officer, a program of treatment for each in-
dividual boy. This program must be one that has the
possibility of being carried out.
To assist probation officers, club leaders, and
social workers in the execution of a follow-up pro-
gram. The department is not intended to carry out to
completion the treatment of the boy but it should,
through knowledge of coiriLiunity resources, help the
probation officer to see that each inaividual boy is
placed in the hands of an organization or individuals
who will carry out the treatment.
^
Being placed on probauion does not mean that a boy is
^ Boston Juvenile Court, The Citizenship Training De
partment
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free to go on his way irresponsibly until he is caught again.
The true purpose of punishment is correction, but intelligent
and friendly guidance can accomplish what punishment never
can. Individual approach is necessary for ever^'- case, as
there is no such thing as identical problems and no set pat-
terns to follow in their solution.
The principal aim is to adjust the child to his en-
vironment by the development of the individual for social liv-|
ing. Tremendous losses result from intolerable social situa-
tions, from which it is sometimes better to remove the boy
than to require him to make adjustment to it. The second aim
is prevention of undesirable personality traits from develop-
ing into chronic nervous disorders of delinquency. Tlie third
aim is comraunity education through teaching the adult vtrorld to
see child life as the cliild sees it. To detect and treat all
tendencies which might make children into problem adults is
its ultimate aim.
Organization
.
At present the staff consists of a Director with ex-
tensive experience of social work and in the field of proba-
tion, a Boys ' Uorker, a i^Ianual Training Teacher, a Case Work-
er, two part-time psychologists from the Judge Baker Child
Guidance Clinic, and a Secretary.
Headquarters are maintained in a section of the Boston
Yoimg Men's Christian Union at 4B Boylston Street, Boston.
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Offices and classrooms have been equipped for the specific use
of the department, and the gymnasium and basketball courts are
available at designated times during the day.
The department functions directly under the Judge of
the Juvenile Court, an arrangement which permits its operation
to be so regulated as to meet the special needs of the court,
in turn serving the immediate needs of the community.
A committee consisting of the Chief Probation Officer
of the Juvenile Court, representatives of the City V^ide Boys'
Workers Conference, Judge Baker Guidance Center, Boston Coun-
cil of Social Agencies, and the Boston Young Men's Christian
Union act in an advisory capacity to the Judge of the Juvenile
Court
.
Methods of Studying the Boy .
The aepartment is equipped to make medical, psycholog-
ical, sociological, and psychiatric examinations of children
v#ho are brougtit to the attention of the juvenile court.
Tliroug]:! these examinations the court obtains scientific infor-
mation concerning the total personality of the child. This is
invaluable in aiding to meet the needs of the child adequate-
ly. Data are collected pertaining to the child's heredity,
ancestry, social adjustments, conflicts, habits, companions,
recreation, interests, school records, and health.
To discover any physical defects which may affect the
boy's adjustment arid wi. ich may determine the extent of his
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participation in the athletic program, a thorough medical ex-
I
amination is made. Close observation of the boy at this time
j
and his response in the group offer a means of determining
the extent of psychiatric investigation and treatment needed.
The physical examinations are made at the Preventive Clinic o
the Boston Dispensary, where follow-up steps for corrective
treatment and measures are carried out.
Tlie Terman, Dearborn, and Stanford Achievement tests
are given to each boy during his second or third v/eek at the
department, at vhich time the leader gains an insight into the
boy’s mental capacity, aptitudes and mechanical skills. These
tests disclose the boy's school achievement and whether or not
he is doing v/ork on the level of his ability. The psychOo.o-
gist administers the Wechsler-Bellevue Test if the results of
the Dearborn and Terman tests differ too greatly,
Througli home and school visits, as v/ell as visits to
other social agencies to whom the ooy ana his fainily are
known, the case worker compiles the social history. Observa-
tions are made on each boy througiriout the tv/elve weeks. His
behavior is noted in discussion, group games, athletics, in
tlie locker room, and in a variety of social situations, In-
tervievifs, arranged with each boy at various times during the
twelve weeks, aim at a complete understanding of his mental
attitude toward all phases of his home life.
after the examinations are made, the aata are summa-
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rized and put into shape for oiscussion. On the Thursday fol-:|
lowin-^ the boy's eigiith week in attendaiice at tl^e department
j
his case is staffed at the case conference. This conference ;i
is attended by the Director, the Case Worker, the lioys ' V'/ork-
|
er, and the two psychologists, a synthesis of the findings of
the complete diagnosis reveals the boy's problem and enables
the formulation of a constructive plan for future guiaance of
the boy's behavior.
Aims of Treatment .
Individual problems are stuaied by a competent staff.
Certain personalities elude and appear to baffle all correct-
ive effort. Such cases require concentrated individual study
and treatment. The department endeavors to aid the boy in de-
veloping a healthy attitude tovmrd the law, the family, and
the institutions under which he must live.
The program is divided into the following activities.
From four to five o'clock on Londay, Wednesday, and Friday,
there is supervised v;ork in tiie gymnasium. Tiie boy acquires
not only physical aevelopment but also a sense of fair play,
good sportsmanship, and skill in the art of getting along with
others. From five lo six o'clock on these afternoons an op-
portunity is provided for participation in informal discus-
sion, which usually centers around probation, a movie, various
plays, the reading and oiscussion of the lives of important
people, and lessons in civics. The themes of the discussion
9i
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are usually teamwork, the rules o! the gairie, and a sense of
accomplishment. These forr;. a basis for verbal consideration
of the science of living in a community and conforming to the i
standards and laws of society therein, a woodwork.^ng class is;!
conducted on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, providing a |:
j
sense of quality and thoroughness whicti cannot be conveyed by !|
oral means. It is also an "essential democratic experience,
because democratic experience comes not just from living but
primarily from v/orking together."^
The department assists the boy in developing insight
into the motives of his own behavior through techniques and
skills employed through the medium of interpretation in the
discussion classes as well as by means of individual case
work. The boy is aroused to make his own effort in every
phase of the program. Formerly he met with prohibitions; now
he is afforded an opportunity for recognition. Activity, par-
ticipation, and effort are necessary on his part, even in de-
ciding the most appropriate form of treatment. To give him a
sense of achievement, he is helped to complete successfully
certain types of activity. Due to his e:iperience at the de-
partment he usually becomes much more emotionally mature be-
fore completion of the twelve weeks’ training period. He be-
comes more stable and learns to accept a certain amount of
2 Boston Juvenile Court, Report of the Svaluation
Committee of the Citizenship Training Department
,
p. 56.
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responsibility for his conduct, reactions, and his assignments'
Intelligent treatment of young offenders requires a I
knowledge of the personal and environmental conditions which i
may have a bearing on the delinquent behavior of the indlvi- !
II
dual boy. Intensely difficult behavior problems are found to
|
l!
Ii
be actuated by causes utterly unsuspected until these are 'j
skilfully uncovered and dug out by tine psychologists. As a
i
result of treatment the boys often become normal and friendly.
Success is more certain when problems are v;orked out with,
rather than for, the boys. Social and economic factors con-
tributing to maladjustment must be understood and dealt with,
as well as the physical, mental, and emotional disturbances
of the boy.
Follow-ui)
.
|i
On completion of the twelve weeks ’ training period the
boy is returned to the court, where the worker reviews the de-
partment’s findings with the judge and the probation officer,
j
The boy is brought into the courtroom; and the judge makes
further disposition based on the department’s recommendations,!
which he usually orders carried out even thougli the ultimate
decision as to the future rests with him.
Membership in clubs, church groups, settlement houses,
and other community gathering places is encouraged, after
these activities are interpreted to the boy. Force and disci-
pline are not effective in introducing hie. to recreation. By
It-
.
f •
I !.
es* .
'
ff
sending the boy a letter, a duplicate copy of which is sent toi
the probation officer, reminding the boy of his appointment,
the department follows up on a boy's appointments at the Pre-
ventive Clinic. The probation officer carries out all other
steps for social and follow-up treatment, which may also be
carried on through one of the following agencies: nei^bor-
hood clubs or settlements; the church, throu^i personal con-
tact with the clergy or staff; foster home placement; and sum-
mer camps. As it was in the beginning, youth still needs care
and guidance.
Delinquency is not a fixed category by wnich boys
can be classified. Delinquent behavior is found in
all types of boys regardless of station, race, cul-
ture, or environment, and is seen in all possible
ranges of the normal, pathological, and defective.
Many normal boys are delinquent because of a lack
of training in the fundamental qualities of good citi-
zenship and good manhood. They are often not vicious
or pathological, but essentially untrained.
No particular skill has preeminence in the treat-
ment of delinquent behavior. Insights from education.
Psychology, Psychiatry, Sociology, Medicine, Religion,
all must be used in an adequate treatment of the prob-
lem.
3
3 Boston Juvenile Court, op. cit
.
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chapter VI
PREHEHTATION OP CaSES
Selection of the following cases has been made on the
basis of the trait of running away. Considered as a whole,
the task here has been one of gathering factual material not
so much for generalizations, as ascertainment of methods and
facts to help towards the making of practical diagnoses and
prognoses. Taken into consideration are the findings of the
medical examinations and the intelligence tests, as well as
the material resulting from observations of and interviews
with the boy during his attendance at the department. Each
case is follov/ed by a brief surnniary. The study of these cases
has been broken down into three categories. The first group
is concerned with boys who were ordered committed to Inaustri-
al School after violation of probation. The second group in-
volves boys who were placed in foster homes because of unsat-
isfactory home conditions. The final group is concerned v;lth
those cases wherein the boys were allov^ed to remain in their
own homes after completion of their probationary period at the
.1Citizenship Training Department
,
and discloses whether or not
the training v;as able to counteract the bad homes.
A. BOYS COi£.:iTTSD TO INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
AFTER VIOLATION OP PROBATION
^ For the remainder of this chapter the Citizenship
Training Department will be referred to as the C.T.G.
boston university
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John Drake, fourteen years old, a pale, sliin, good
looking hoy of mediuia hei^t, is very quiet and retiring, hut
rather effeminate in speech. He is in the fresliman year of
Roxhury Memorial high dchooj., and has an I. *4. of 96. John is
an average student and is no problem, other than being a run-
away. Ke occasionally attends church.
John lives with his father and stepmother in a tv«fo
room apartment, located in a poor section of Jan^aica Plain.
The father was horn in Boston in 1900, and his fomal educa-
tion ended with the completion of grammar school. He works
steadily at the Bethlehem Shipyards. He has been divorced
once, deserted John's mother who died six months later, and
marriea iiis present wife after having known her for only one
week. Both mother and father go on alcoholic sprees, hut the
home situation as a whole is fairly good. John is described
by his father as a disorganizing factor in the home and a
problem child for many years. Even while his mother lived, he
was guilty of petty stealing and lying. On one occasion, when
he was about seven years old, he set a house on fire. During
the time between his mother's death and his father's remar-
riage, the father placed him in five foster homes, and he ran
away from all of them,
John's stepmother, born in Boston in 1902, had di-
vorced her first husband ten years ago. Her education ended
with the seventh grade. She readily admits that John is far
aliead of her and that she cannot understand him. The boy men-
tions his mother often, which the stepmother resents. This is
the source of much conflict in the home. The stepmother is
very domineering and controls her husoand, who is a very weak,
passive individual.
On the complaint of his parents that the boy would not
remain at home but insisted on running away, John was found
delinquent and ordered to report to the C.T.O. for twelve
weeks' training and guidance.
During his attendance at the C.T.G. the boy was cour-
teous and cooperative in all phases of the program. He was
always quite withdrawn from the group, but friendly and talka-
|
tive to the Individual, Tlie v/orker effected mutual interpre-
i
tat ion between the parents and the boy, in hopes that the fam-
ily unit coula be preserved. Family life functioned smoothly
till a misunderstanding arose to reopen all tl:i.e o±d wounds.
The worker then decided to prepare John for summer placement.
From the outset he was not receptive of this idea, but be-
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cause he continued to be a disconcerting factor in the home it
was imperative that he be taken out of the home, at least tem-
porarily, John was extremely fond of having his own way and
was persistent and domineering. For this reason John's and
his stepmother's personalities were forever clashing. By con-
tinually comparing his mother and stepmother John seemed in-
tent on breaking up his father's second marriage. Finally the
worker made arrangements with the Children's Aid Association
worker for permanent placement for the boy. The following
morning the stepmother reported John missing from home, A
warrant was issued, and because of ttie violation of probation
Judge Conroy ordered the boy coninitted to Lyman School for
Boys,
Summary .
Here is ttie case of a boy who did not have tlie loving
care he was entitled to and was placed in foster homes during i
his early years. He had good reason, therefore, to feel re-
jected. John loved his mother and loathed his passive father i
for having deserted her, which subsequently resulted in his
permanent separation from her. More intensely did John de-
test his domineering stepmother for attempting to take his
mother's place in his affections. The boy by his anti-social
||
behavior was attempting to punish both parents, as neither ij
parent was able to understand, or attempted to understand, thejj
boy, placement was advisable,
]
CASE II '
John Eames, a small, thin boy of tiiirteen, is in the
seventh grade of the Dwiglit School. Eis non-academic ability
is average, and his academic ability is at the dull normal
level. His is 79. The boy attends church and the sac-
raments regularly and was a member of the Roxbury Boys' Club
for a while. The family Is not known to any social agency.
John is a problem ciiild in school, is pampered, and always
has plenty of money.
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The boy lives with his parents in a twenty-one room
|
brick house which they own. hleven of these rooms are rented
;
to eleven lodgers. TJrie hone is located in a neighborhood
jj
which is quite unwholesome for children.
jl
The father was born in Canada in 1900 and became an i
American citizen twenty- five years ago. He claims to have
!
graduated from Oran Mere College, located in Quebec. Since
1927 he has been a metaphysician or divine healer. Prior to
this he was a carpenter. Hie family has no other source of
income.
j
'!
The mother was born in Canada in 1903 and came to this;!
country thirty years ago. Her formal education ended with thej
completion of grammar school. She is a very sweet, but men-
tally dull, individual, who looks upon her husband as a god,
A warrant was issued for John, v/ho disappeared from
home after stealing a small sum of money from a member of the
j
faiiiily. The boy was found delinquent, given a suspended sen- I
tence to Lyman School, and ordered to attend the C.T.G. for
jtwelve weeks. The father stated, "John has a compulsion to '
do these things." The chief problem appeared to be that the
|
father refused to accept the fact that John was not mentally
|
equipped to take advantage of a college education, which the I
fa tiler had planned for him.
John attended the C.T.G. program, where he appeared
to be a spoiled child, somewhat flighty and inattentive. He
could give no reason for running away from home, attributing
i
it to some strange power over whidn he had no control. The
boy was defensive, cagey and very impressionable, except when
face to face with discipline. Institutional treatment was
first contemplated, but a suitable placement was unable to be
found at this time. Then foster home placement was consider-
ed; and while tl.is was not deemed to be tlie ultimate answer,
it was felt that this type of placement would accomplish more
than keeping the boy in his own home. Hie Catholic Charitable
Bureau accepted John for placement; but during the interim,
while arrangements were pending, the boy got into further
trouble at home by stealing money, cashing war bonds belonging
to his fatiiOr, and remaining away from home for several
ni^ts. Judge Peak revoked the suspended order and committed
the boy to Lyman School for violation of probation.
Summarv
.
- -
This boy came from an inadequate home. The father had
planned to send his son to college, and he refused to accept
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the fact tiiat John was a dull normal child. Ke excused the
boy’s antisocial behavior by stating, '‘John has a compulsion
to Q o tiiese things." Tills points to the fact tliat the father
believed the boy abnormal, but not mentally dull. It ‘was felt
that the boy would not prove loyal to foster parem:s, but that
institutional care would be preferable as a disciplinary meas-
ure for a boy of his age. After much cdscussion the worker
finally convinced the boy's father tiiat because of academic
limitations Joim could not possibly achieve the educational
goal set for him. It is essential, however, that the boy be
removed from his present home environment: to offset his per-
sonality limitations and overindulgent parents.
Case III
John Ivers, a fairly good looking, well developed boy
of fifteen, is in the eighth grade of the Howard Taft School.
He is a problem in sciiool and is truant frequently. His l.'<i.
is 102. He does not attend church, nor has he ever been a
member of any boys’ club. The family is known to the
S.P.C.C., O.P.W., the Family Society, and the courts.
John lives with his mother in a one room apartment in
a large apartment builaing, located in a good residential sec-
tion of Allston. Tlie father, from whom the mother has been
separated for several years, was born in Boston in 1890. He
was dismissed from the Boston Fire Department because of
chronic alcoholism, and his present whereabouts is unknown.
The mother, a tali, hard looking woman, vifho has been reported
intoxicated on many occasions, is employed in Boston. She ap-
pears to be thoroughly lacking in parental love, understanding
and interest in her child. From the various agency records
there is shown a history of repeated alcoholism, poor paren-
tal example, indifference, neglect and lack of proper super-
vision in the home. John’s sister, Frances, vmo is nineteen
years old, works with her mother, but lives with friends.
Wearing a sailor cap and dungarees, John was picked
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up by the Shore Patrol, sleeping on a bench at the North Sta- l|
tion, and on being questioned admitted he was a runaway. The
,
mother was indifferent about the whole situation and told the
jjudge she thought he was in her sister's home in <^uincy. The ij
boy was found delinquent, given a suspended sentence to Shir- :
ley, told to report to the C.T.G.
,
and placed on probation.
At the C.T.G. Joim appeared to be friendly, but at the'
same time quite cautious in his manner. During the worker's
|
first interview with the boy, he was chatty, engaging in a i
moderate amount of unimportant talk. He appeared to resent
j
either direct or indirect questioning, and seemed to weigh hisJ
answers very carefully. As the boy participated in the C.T.G.i
program for less than two weeks, no observations of him in the'
group were recorded.
|
The boy absentee himself after attending the C.T.G.
for a short tine. a suranons was issued the boy's mother be- '
cause of his absence from the C.T.G. and the mother's failure
|
to answer a special delivery letter sent to notify her of
John's absence. The mother appeared the next day, reporting
that John had left home; and she did not know where he v/as.
She appeared to be indifferent about the whole mat-oer. The !
boy v/as finally picked up by the downtown police and brought
to court, where the juage revoked the suspended order. The
boy was committed to the Industrial Schooa. at Shirley for vio-
lation of probation, since he had run av^ay from home two weeks
ago.
Sunma ry .
John is a product of a disorganized home, unwholesome
influences, and poor social environment. Eis mother works, i
and he is without adequate supervision. Because his father
has failed to render any financial assistance, his mother has
assumed an attitude of complete indifference in refusing to be
bothered or inconvenienced in any way by John. The boy is re-
jected by both parents and consequently has lacked provision
for good identifications. The mother was inadequate, and the
boy had never been given any loving care. Plans had been for-
mulated to procure a good foster home placement, where he
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could receive proper discipline, social values and adequate
|
supervision. Kis short stay at the C.T.G. offered little op-
|
portunity to attempt the necessary therapy.
GKOUf SUIVQ.IARY
In each of the cases presented in this first group the
boy was ordered committed to Industrial School after violation
of probation. Although the boy was the only chila in each of
these homes, both parents Vt/ere present in one case, only the
mother was present in another case, and the father and step-
mother v/ere present in the third case. In all instances the
parents were inadequate; and parental alcoholism v/as a defi-
nite factor in two of the cases, which added to the lack of
loving care and feeling of rejection experienced by the boys
involved, both of whom possessed average intelligence. On the
other hand the remaining case presented a product of too much
attention on the part of overindulgent parents, who were un-
willing to accept the boy's academic limitations of his dull
normal intelligence in planning for him a college education.
|
In Case I the boy, who had previously run away from five fos- 1;
ter homes, was a disorgar^izing factor in the home and a prob- !
lern child for several years, although he was no problem in
school, other ttian being a runaway. The boy in Case II was a
problem cliild in school, was pamperea to excess in the home,
and always had plenty of money. In Case III the boy was a
problem in school and was frequently truant. Since he attend-
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ed the C.T.G. for less than two weeks, no observations were
recorded. In all these cases treatment proved ineffectual in
overcoming the inadequacy of the home. Hiere was a definite
need to remove eacii boy from his present home environment and
place him in surroundings which would provide proper disci-
pline, social values, and adequate supervision.
B. BOYS PLACBD IN FOSTER HOMES BECAUSE OP
unsatisfactory home CONDITIONS
CASE IV
James Kay, fourteen, a slim, medium sized, rather shy
boy, is in the seventh grade of parochial sctiool and has an
I.'«i. of 100. His behavior and scholarship are good, and he
attends church regularly. James is not a member of any or-
ganized club or settlement house.
The boy lives v/ith his father, stepmother, and a
younger stepsister and stepbrother, in a five room apartment
in a residential section of Dorchester. This nei^iborhood
has sufficient standing and recreational facilities to be
termed a non-delinquent area. Tlie father was born in Boston
in 1698 and went as far as the seventh grade in school. The
man admits he is upset and puzzled about the boy's behavior
and is unable to handle him.
The stepmother was born in Ireland and went as far as
the third grade in school. She married James’s father after
his first wife had died when James was only two years old.
Tlie father sent James to Ireland to live with his aunt, and he
remained there until he was ttiirteen years old.
As a result of being found, dirty, and unkempt, in
Scollay Square at 6:50 A.h., the boy was brought to juvenile
court. He admitted he had been sleeping in doorways and all-
night theatres. The boy was found delinquent, put on proba-
tion and ordered to attend the C.T.G.
At the C.T.G. James failed to attend regularly due to
his lack of interest. He was distant, unfriendly and uncom-
municative. He claimed to be hap^^y at home and said that he
was well treated, 'when disciplined, he showed resentment. He
seldom became friendly with any member of the group and rarely
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showed any cheerfulness. He was aloof from the leaders and
found it Impossible to make friends. He had no skill in any
phase of the program. James’s stepmother seemed most inade- I
quate in her management and supervision of not only James but
of her own two younger children. She persisted in v/orking
j
even after the judge advised her to discontinue it. The rea- |i
son for this request was James’s continual violation of con- I
ditions of probation. The stepmother told the worker that she
had given up work, but she had not done so. The worker spent
much time in interpreting the boy's need of proper discipline ^
and training. As the boy ran away three different times, his
|
stepmother complained on several other occasions that he was '
unmanageable. Hiis prompted the worker to place James in a I
good foster home, where he would receive firm, but kina, dis-
cipline and training.
Summary . !
This boy's father and stepmother were comparative
|
strangers to him. He felt that his father had rejected him I
when he sent him, at the age of two, to live with his aunt in
j
Ireland, where he remained until he was thirteen. He was at-
|
tempting to punish his parents by his antisocial behavior.
I
It seems that the boy’s stepmother is most inadequate, indif-
I
I
ferent and uncooperative both in refusing to accept the advice 1
to stop work and in caring for the family, when there is no
|
I
financial necessity for her being out of the home. In a case Ij
of this type part-time therapy at the C.T.iJ. was ineffective
I
due to lack of cooperation and understanding in t he home.
|j
CA^E V
I
David Carey, twelve years old, a tall, good looking
boy, is in the sixth grade. His conduct and marks are poor,
but his unsatisfactory grades are probably due to his constant
changing of schools. The boy is interested in basketball and
track, and enjoys reading mystery stories. He goes to the
public schools and irregularly attends church and the sacra-
ments. Mentally he has average intelligence. Physically he
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is normal, thou,^ undernourished.
David lives with his mother in a two room kitchenette
apartment on Beacon Hill. The boy is an illegitimate chi la
.
His mother was born in Boston in 19u7, is a higti school grad-
uate, and at the present time is employed in a aefense plant.
A married man who visits her quite frequently is thought to be
the hoj's father. The boy has been with her very little. For
the first six years he was boarded v/ith a woman viho was never
reimbursed for tiie child's maintenance. After this he lived
with his mother for short intervals, and the remainder of the
time was spent in institutions.
As a result of being picked up around the theatre dis-
trict for begging money, David was brougnt to court, where he
admitted having run away from home the week before. He had
maintained liimself by shining shoes and slept in hallways at
niglit. The boy was found delinquent and ordered to report to
the C.T.G. for tvifelve weeks.
At the C.T.G. the boy showed a good deal of immaturity
and hyperactivity. He confided to the worker that he was un-
happy at home, because his mother nagged him; so he refused to
go home. As the worker was unable to make arrangements for
him to s pend the night at a temporary home, he explained that
it would be necessary for him to spend another ni^t in his
own house and accompanied the boy home. Hie worker, after
talking to the mother, told her to be present with the boy in
court the following morning. The worker reviewed the case
with the judge ana recommended that the boy be placed with the
Children's Aid Association, because the home was morally, phy-
sically and emotionally unfit for the boy. Tlie mother agreed
to this arrangement, inasmuch as she fej.t that there was no
alternative
.
Summary
.
Here is tiie case of a boy who from his infancy did not
have the loving care he was entitled to. From his sixth year
he had been moved about considerably. Hie mother was inade-
quate in that she did not know the needs of a boy that age.
As she was working, he was not getting the needed care and
supervision. The worker felt that removal from the home was
necessary and placement by the Children's Aid, advisable.
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CASE VI '!
John Olson, sixteen, a tall, good looking, well man-
!j
nered boy, is in the second year of the South Boston high
i
School and has an of 115. He is a problem ctiild in ’!
school and is habitually truant. This habit started the B’all '
before his mother died, when she was not able to get the boy
up in time for school. Jol.n was given a chance by the school '
authorities to obtain a working certificate by securing em-
,
ployment, but he was not interested in working. He is regu-
lar in attendance at church ana receives the sacraments fre-
|
quently. The boy was formerly a member of the Koxbury Boys'
i
Club, but he lost Interest.
!
John lives with his father, brother and sister in a
|
six room apartment of a three family house. The neighiborhood i
is a fairly good residential one. The father, bom in Boston
in 1905, is a high school graduate, he is a very quiet, re-
tiring, and passively helpless type of man, who has been em-
ployed for the last twenty-five years as a bus driver. The
motiier, who was the dominant force in the household, died in 1
1944. The fatter admits that John is a problem. The home, i
while a happy and respectable one, is not adequate for John, I
who is sorely in need of proper supervision and discipline.
|
In the early morning hours the boy was picked up whilejl
sleeping on a bench in the train depot. In court he readily
j
admitted having run away from home the day before, he could
j
give no reason for his actions and was not upset by his court
appearance. John was found delinquent, placed on probation
and ordered to attend the C.T.G.
John, an excellent athlete, did very well in the gym-
|
nasiurn program, he was interested in the discussion classes, i
and his answers were always direct and concise. vVhen brou^t
j
to task for his omissions, he could alvi^ays see the errors of i
his way and would express his intention of reforming. Howev-
er, his good intentions were short-lived, and he would lapse
into his old habits once again. He associated with several
boys who had been in court and who had apparently avoided pun-
ishment. It would seem from the boy's actions that he too
thought he could continue to flout authority without suffering
the consequences, if he had political intervention. The work-
er spent much time in explaining to the boy that he could not
continue to maintain this attitude, unless he wished to pay
the penalty. The need for supervision was impressed on the
boy's father. As Joim was being surrendered because of viola-
tion of his probation by non-attendance at school and the
G.T.G., the boy ran away and was picked up in a stolen car.
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The judge turned the boy over to the division of Chiia Guardi-
I
anship, and he was placed with the Children’s aid Association,
Summa ry .
Vilhile his mother was alive to watch over him, John
kept out of trouble, with the relaxation of his mother's vig-
il, the boy began his truancy, seeking bad companions and mak-i
ing the most of his newly found freedom. This he was able to
j
do, as his father v/as a passive, retiring, helpless type, who
j
worked steadily. The home, whij^e a happy and respectable one,j
was not adequate for John, who was strongly in need of proper
supervision and discipline. In addition he sought the wrong
companions and was eadily led. Under such circumstances re-
moval from the present home and environment was necessary.
GROUP SUIvDvIaKY
Tnis group of cases studied involved placement of the
boys in foster homes, because this action was obviously best
for their welfare in view of unsatisfactory home conditions.
All of the boys possessed average intelligence. Only one par-
ent was present in eacli of these homes, which were located in
fairly good residential districts. In the first case the boy
felt rejected, having been sent to live with an aunt in Ire-
land for eleven years. He was nov/ with liis father, stepmother,
stepbrother and stepsister. The stepmother was inadequate in
her management and supervision of all of the children. In the
second of these cases tt^e boy, an illegitimate child, lacked
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loving care since infancy and was rejected by his motiier, wi.o
boarded him out for six years ana placed him in institutions
intermittently for most of the remaining time. He was now
living with his mother. The third boy lived with his father,
brother, and sister. All of tliese parents were employed and
so were out of the home the greater part of the day, in Case
IV the boy’s behavior and sciiolarshi^j were good. He claimed
to be happy and well treated at home, but the stepmother com-
plained that he was unir.anageable . The conduct ana marks of
the boy in Case V were poor, out he was handicapped to a cer-
tain degree by a constant change of schools. He was unhappy
at home, because his mother nagged him. In Case ’'/I the boy
was a problem in school, from which he was habitually truant.
In his leisure time he sought the wrong companions aiid was
easily led. There was no apparent reason for his running a-
way. The treatment and training in each of these cases was
unsuccessful due to the following unsatisfactory home condi-
tions: lack of cooperation and understanding in the home of
the boy in Case IV, where the stepmother was inadequate and
indifferent; upbringing in degradation without thou^t to mor-'j
al, physical, and emotional welfare of the boy in Case V; in-
adequate supervision and discipline, although the home vma a
happy and respectable one, in Case ''71. For these reasons re-
moval from ttie home was considered necessary and placer.ient.
advisable
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C. BOYS LEFT IN THEIR OVHJ HOMES
j
CASE VII
Herbert Good, a tall, rauher awKward ooy of thirteen,
|
is a ninth grade pupil in the Mary Curley School. He does av-|
erage school worK and intends to go to English Kigli School
next year. His I.i-i. is luV, and he is no problem in school,
j
Herbert is a regular attendant at church and the sacraments.
He has never been a member of any neighborhood club, claiming
he was never interested.
The boy lives v;ith his mother, sister, and three
brothers in a five-room apartment in a six- family house, lo-
cated in a poor residential neighborhood of Koxbury. The fa-
ther, from whom the mother states she has been separated for
two years, is employed as a furniture mover. He was born in
Indianapolis in 1890 and is a high school graduate. The mo-
ther, who v/as bom in Boston in 1901 and went as far as the
seventh grade, is a small, nervous woman with a cardiac con-
dition. She claims tiiat her "husband” is alcoholic and argu-
mentative, and that by mutual consent they separated because
they just could not "make a go of it". Both parents were mar-
ried before, and the mother is divorced from, her first hus-
band, She left this man's home during his absence and went to
live vi/ith an Edward Me Kay, a married man, ano bore him five
dnildren. Tliese children were given the mother's maiden name
of Good. She is a pemanent invalid and her daughter, Flor-
ence, takes care of the home. The family is known to the
S.P.C.C., Children's Friend Society and the Suffolk Superior
Court, where the parents were found guilty of adultery in
1928.
On complaint of his parents Herbert was picxed up at
the North Station, after being missing from his home for four
days. Tlie boy told the judge he ran away because he had an
argument with his mother at home. He stated that he v^ient to
the North Station merely to sit there, and denied he intended
to leave Boston. The father stated that he has experienced
considerable trouble with Herbert, because he persists in dis-
obeying and in wanting everyone in the family to conform to
his wishes. He will not take any orders from his invalid mo-
ther or older sister who keeps house. The boy was found de-
linquent and ordered to attend tlie C.T.G. for twelve weeks.
At the C.T.G. Herbert was found to be cooperative and
interested in all phases of the program. In the gym class he
was slov/ in his reactions. In the woodworking class he v\?as
very quiet and attentive, but his work was only of medium
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grade. His manner v;as always quiet, Triendly and compatible
|
with the boys and the leaders. In personal interviev^s he was
i
amicable and prone to discuss his real feelings in regard to !
his arguments v;ith his sister and mother. From these inter-
views and several talks v/ith his mother and sister it was
found that he was very fond of his mother and sister, but was
;
oversensitive and somewhat immature. He was inclined to be
!
quite egocentric and introver sive . Mucii interpretation was
done with Herbert, his sister and mother. It is felt that he
|
is improving, as he cultivates a wider range of activities, h
instead of simply dreaming. The worker has made arrangements I'
for the boy to spend the summer working in one of the hotels
in the Vi/hite Mountains. The boy was encouraged to join the I,
Y.M.C.a. or the C.Y.O. "
|
Summa ry
,
Tills boy evidently wanted to take his father’s place
in the home, as he was bossy, overbearing and argumentative.
!
AS he cultivated a wider range of interests and entered ac-
tively into then, his antisocial behavior lessened greatly.
j
In spite of the mother’s background the home was a fairly hap-
py one. hith a little interpretation of Herbert’s needs to
both the mother and sister the boy was able to adjust nicely
in his own home. It is not knovm whether the ooy is aware of
the status of his parents. ^
CASE VIII
John Howe, fifteen, a slim medium sized boy, is re-
peating the eighth grade in the frince School and not doing
too well this year. His I.<4. is 100. The boy has been rather
troublesome in school, but not bad enough to be classified a
problem child. John is irregular in attendance at church and
the sacraments. He has been an active member oi* the Y.M.C.A.
The boy likes to read funny books, but his mother will not al-
low them in the house.
John lives with his mother and eleven-year-old brother
in five rooms in an apartment house, located in the Back Bay
near Symphony Station. The neighborhood is a poor residential
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one, having a higii delinquency rate. The father, whom the :
mother describes as being irresponsible and promiscuous, de- ,
serted her eleven years ago. He v/as born in fittsfield, Ver-
mont, in 1890, and he went as far as the second year of high '
school. Ttie family was active on public v/ elf are. '|
Tiie mother, a careworn, fidgety and nervous woman, was^
born in Boston in 1895. She is inadequate and unable to man-
age John, who from her aescription of his behavior is portray-
ed as a rather stubborn, badly disciplined and untrained boy.
From his third or fourth year John lived in Vermont v;ith his
paternal grandmother until she died a year ago. At this time
tlie boy returned to Boston to live with his mother, who per-
sists in treating him as a little boy, scolding and nagging
him within the home, and making excuses for tiie ooy outside
the home. Hie mother claims that John has a disagreeable dis-
position like his father’s, and she believes that the boy's
grandmother alienated the boy's affections while he lived with
her in Vermont, thus turning him against her. The mother
drinks, occasionally to excess. A psychometric test gave her
a mental age of 11.2 and an of 70. Hie mother is unable
to handle the boy and justifies his bad conauct by blaming the
school, teachers and his grandmother.
Having been questioned by police who found him sleep-
ing late at night on a bench on Boston Common, John admitted
in a very surly manner that he had run away from home tv/o days
before. He was brought to juvenile court, where he was ad-
judged delinquent, placed on probation, and ordered to attend
the C.T.G. for twelve weeks.
At the C.T.G. he chafed at the various requirements,
and conformed with reluctance. After a month of firm but kind
discipline, he became more cooperative and even volunteered to
he-Lp whenever necessary. Being a good athlete, he was able to
compete with boys much bigger than he. The boy was well be- !
haved and a steady worker, but he did not have enough confi-
dence in himself to do good work. In the discussion classes
he rarely volunteered information; but vhen he did, he showed
a fair grasp os social situations. In the group John's chief
difficulty was his inability to control his temper. The work-
er spent much time in discussing and interpreting the need for
his good behavior, and at the end of twelve weeks' attendance
at the C.T.G. the boy's general attitude and behavior at home,
in school, and at the C.T.G. had improved greatly. It was
recommended to the judge that John's case be continued until
the closin;' of sciiool, v^ith a minimum amount of supervision,
in the event that ttie home situation might not improve, neces-
sitating placement of the boy. It was decided that the worker
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interpret the hoy's needs to his mother and build up his ego;
so that he woulo not deem it necessary to be always on the de-ij
fensive.
Summary^.
Hiis home situation was not an ideal one Inasmuch as
John and his mother were practically strangers to each other,
as the boy had lived with his grandmother since he was three !
or four years old. Death of his grandmother forced nis return,'
'l
to his mother, which was the main cause of his feeling reject-|j
ed. Then too the mother continually nagged her son, identify-!
ing him with his father whom she had reason to hate for hav-
ing deserted her. Consequently the boy suffered an intense
lack of love, appreciation, ana security. John’s ego was weak
and required building up. Primarily it was necessary that he
be taugiit self-discipline. Toward these ends the members of
the staff treated him kindly, but firmly, and he gradually
learned that recognition had to be earned. Realizing that he
needed self-confidence and felt quite inferior, they encourag
ed him to measure up to his capacity and praised him when
praise was due. Much interpretation of tifie boy's needs was
conveyed to his mother. tiub sequent to his leaving the juris-
diction of the C.T.O., John has been involved in no further
trouble
.
Case IX
Arthur Adams, a medium-sized, red-haired, freckle-
faced boy is in the sixth grade of public schooj.. his atten-
dance, scholarship, conduct and effort are good, and his av-
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erage is 88, The boy is interested in basketball, box-
ing and track. He enjoys reading comics and mystery stories,
and is an active member of the South End Boys ' Club. He at-
tends the Cathedral Church and receives the sacraments fre-
quently. The boy is attending dental clinic regularly. Both
parents stated that he is well oehaved at home.
He lives with his parents in four rooms on the third
i
floor of a four story red brick house, located in a very poor !
residential section in the densely populated South End, His
father works as a cab driver and earns fifty dollars a vi?eek.
|
Father was born in Nova Scotia, November 30, 1909, and he camej
to the United States in 1926, He is reported to be immoral
and also a chronic alcoholic. He has frequently neglected the!
family and is knovi/n to the court. He has completed the ninth
j
grade in school, TMs man made a poor Impression on the pro-
bation officer.
Tlie mother was born in Nova Scotia on November 20,
1907, ana came to this country in 1920, Her formal education
ended v/ith the completion of the eigiith grade. She has de-
serted her children a number of times, has been intoxicated on
many occasions, and has been reported to be immoral. She also
is known to the court. llie family is Known to the S.f.C.C.
and has been on public aid intermittently since 1929.
As the result of a complaint issued by his parents,
who claim that Arthur had been missing and away from home for
six days, the boy was fo\md delinquent and placed on proba-
tion. Due to the poor condition of tiie home and lack of su-
pervision he was ordered to attend the Citizenship Training
Group for a period of twelve weeks.
althoug]:! the boy at first was insecure and suspicious,
he did an excellent job in all phases of the C.T.G. program. i
In the gym class he was a fine athlete, but was inclined to be
a poor loser, 'while participating in an athletic event, he i
was accidentally pushed; whereupon he immediately turned a-
j
round in a boxing position and threatened to seek revenge on
j
one of the other boys. Following this incident Arthur was in-j
structed to see ti.e worker at the close of tiie day’s program,
|
At this time the worker went into detail regarding the expla-
nation of friendly competition and sportsmanship. This was
the last outburst during the remaining weeks at the C.T.G,,
and his personality blossomed under the supervision and guid-
ance of the workers.
The worker visited the boy's parents and interpreted
Arthur's needs to them, Botli parents are determined to ab-
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stain from liquor and be gooa parents for the sake of the boy.ii
This they have done for tiie past year, huring ttie twelve -weekj|
period of training the worker saw to it that tue boy attended ^
uental clinic regularly. It is felt that arthur v;ill be in '
need of supportive therapy, and as a result it is recommended I
that the boy be encouraged to keep in touch informally, after
ij
the case is filed, with the C.T.G. for counseling and moral
support, in the event that home conditions become bau again.
|
Further recommendations are that Arthur remain under the su- ii
pervision of the C.T.'-. worker and oe encouraged to attend 1
dental clinic until this work is completed. The prognosis is
j
excellent, if present home conaitions prevail. i
:i
I Summary.
This boy was a product of a very poor home environ-
ment. It seems that his will to be alv/ays on the winning side
attests to his insecurity, which is due to lack of interest,
warmth, affection and recognition on the part of his parents.
This would further seem to indicate a weak development of his i
i
ego and lack of social consciousness. Both of his parents arei
immoral and have lov; standards. The boy is rejected, insecure!
and a poor sport. Wlien Arthur displayed poor sportsm.anship, i
the worker took him aside and reasonea with him, after which
j
there was no further recurrence of this trait. This indicates I
that the boy is in need of the proper guidance and supervision!
of a good probation officer for an indefinite period. i
CASE X
Joseph Jones, fifteen, a short, good looking colored
boy, is repeating the ei^th grade at the Lewis School, where
his teacher reports that he has been a problem for the past
three years, that he is the "wise" type and a nuisance, lazy
and mean. His is 66. He attends church regularly, and
I at the Saint Mark's Social Center participates in gym, dancing
and musical classes as often as three times a v/eek. He had
several after-school jobs, but he gave them up after a very
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short time on one pretense or another.
;
i
Joseph lives with his parehts, three younger sisters
j
and three younger brothers in a five room apartment in a three;
family house, located in a colored neigiiborhood . The father,
!
a short, pleasant, but rather aggressive colored man, was born
in Boston in 19U7 and received a high school education. He
|
works as a waiter at the Parker House. i
The mother, an intelligent, fine-featured colored v/om-i
an, was born in Boston in 1909 and went as far as the first
j
year of hi^ school. She appeared to be rather defensive and '
overprotective of Joseph. She stated that the boy was not a :
bad boy, but recently he had become dissatisfied v/ith school
j
and wanted to go into the Coast Guard. Though the boy is not
yet old enougli to do so, the parents could not reason v/ith
him.
As a result of being picked up on the Boston Common
asleep on a bench, the Doy v^as brought to juvenile court.
Joseph told the judge that his parents v/ere good to him, but
that everyone he knew was in the service, and he wanted to en-
list. He had an argument with his mother and left home. The
judge found the boy delinquent, placed him on probation, and
ordered him to attend the C.T.G.
At the C.T.G. the boy shovi/ed a very poor attitude to-
ward discipline and authority. The chief difficulty appeared
j
to be that the parents failed to recognize, or refused to ad-
mit, that their son was a problem. He had an unwholesome at-
titude toward work, was very selective about his employment,
and wanted a very light job with big wages. He liked plenty
of clothes and much leisure uime.
The workers did much interpretation to the parents,
of the need of proper supervision for Joseph and finally con-
vinced them that he was a problem and required guidance. His
attitudes were discussed, and he was shown how no one could
accomplish anything worthwhile without effort. The boy was
issued a working certificate, and the worker assisted him in
procuring a position as a messenger, until su da time as he
will be old enougln to join the Coast 'Guard. He has not been
involved in any further trouble.
Summary
.
This boy stemmed from a good home environment, but
defensiveness and lack of recognition of the needs of the boy
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hindered his proper up-bringing, until interpretation was made
by the worker. Kls poor attitude toward authority and disci-
pline was a further result of this parental protectiveness
and overindulgence. Once he was made to understand that 'he
had to conform to standards and maKe his own way on his ov/n
merit, he was no further problem, although he will need the
proper supervision for some time. Joseph's low l.t;,. limited
his academic maturity. The prognosis is good for Joseph's
keeping out of trouble, if his parents continue to shov/ a keen
interest in and understanding of their son's welfare.
CASE XI
Edvtfard Court, a good looking sixteen year old boy, is
in the second year of Trade School. The teacher claims Edward
is no behavior problem, but lacks initiative, is insecure and
timid. He further states that the problem lies in the home.
Edward is an average pupil with an I.t^, of 89, and does very
poorly in mathematics. He attends the South End Boys' Club
regularly
.
Edward lives with his parents in a dilapidated three
story house in a poor section of the city. The boy's father,
born in Roxbury in 19U8, has a long court record, dating from
1928, including drunkenness, larceny, assault and battery, and
non- support. The man went as far as the third year of hi^
school
.
The mother, born in Brookline in 1912, has a record of
drunkenness. She has a high school education. The woman is
overstrict with Edward, ana his father often beats him.. Tlie
parents are constantly quarreling, and the police have been
called many times to quiet them.
As the result of a complaint made by his mother, Ed-
ward was picked up in Scollay Square at an early hour of the
morning. The boy admitted in court ttxat he ran away from home
four days ago, because his father picked on him and beat him
for his repeated failure in mathematics. Both parents appear-
ed in court and were instructea by the judge on the proper
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upbringing of children. The boy was found delinquent, placed
!
on probation, and oraered to attend the C.T.G.
'I
At the C.T.'t. the boy was no problem, but seemed to
need proper handling and more security and recognition. Thus !
he was treated in an easy manner rather than a strict one, as
|
the boy seemed to "fall apart" when ttie going became tougjti.
j
By means of group activities Edward found he excelled in ath- 1
letics and soon won the respect and approbation of instructors||
and playmates as v\/ell.
i|
In view of Edward's very poor grades in mathematics, j
as shown by the Stanford Achievement Test, the worker decided
j
to tutor the boy and assign him homework in arithmetic, which
j!
he brought in for correction the following day. In the
|
twelve-v/eek period Edwaro ' s mathematics work progressed frcan
j
Close check was kept on conditions in the home; and
they became much irnproveo, as the judge warned the parents he
would not tolerate their abusing Edward. A strict check is toi
be kept by the v/orker on home conaitions, at v/hich times the
worker will endeavor to educate the parents into accepting
^
Edward's academic limitations.
|
Summary .
Discord in the home between parents, bickering and
;
quarreling deprived this boy of the sense of security which is|!
I'
fundamental to the development of an adequate personality.
|
|l
Overstrictness on the part of the father resulted in the boy'si'
j.
feeling rejected. As a result of his home environment he was
in need of proper direction, guidance, training and approba-
tion, wldLch he received at the C.T.G. If conditions continue
j||
to improve in the home, the prognosis for Edward's remaining
out of trouble is excellent, and there will be no necessity
for removing the boy from the home.
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Terrence Lang, fifteen, is a well built, extremely ac-
tive, but immature, boy who is always striving for attention
and recognition. He is in the second year of public hi^
school with an average 1.'^. of 100, The boy is interested in
all types of athletics, especially boxing. He attends the
Sacred Heart Church and the sacraments regularly, but has not
been confirmed because of irregular attendance at Sunday
School. He is no behavior problem in school, is obedient and
respectful, and helps around the house,
Ttie boy lives with his parents and two sisters on the
second floor of a five room apartment in hast Boston. The
father is invalided with a kidney conuition and is totally un-
able to work. Tlie family is entirely supported by the Aid to
Dependent Children of the Department of Public \^elfare, and
receives forty-nine dollars every two weeks.
The mother, a hardworking, passive womciii, utilizes
Terrence’s spare time oy keeping him busy performing chores
around the house. She is concerned about Terrence's chronic
lying.
As the result of being picked up in a Bowdoin Square
Penny Arcade, the boy was brought to juvenile court, where he
admitted running away from home to "see the sights”. The
judge found him delinquent, placed him on probation, and or-
dered him to attend the C.T.G.
At the C.T.G. Terrence was observed as hyperactive and
always striving for attention ana recognition. Because of his
size he associated with boys older ana wiser than he. The
worker felt that his physically appearing older than he was,
was the cause of his frequent impulsiveness as well as his
constant desire for recognition. The latter trait will be of
value if he seeks proper recreation and companionship. He has
normal boyish interests and showed good ability and skill in
the gymnasium and woodworking classes. He responded to atten-
tion; and when disciplined, accepted it seriously and tried to
do better, but he lacKed persistence and resoluteness. Inter-
pretation of the boy's needs was made to his mother, as the
worker felt that Terrence was restrained and suppressed in the
home because of his father's illness. The Virorker found Satur-
day employ^ient In a market for the boy, and he has already
saved thirty- five dollars tov^ards a college education. His
striving for recognition and attention has lessened, due to
the fact that he feels as though he is really helping out at
home by contributing to the family upkeep. This therapy, the
worker felt, was just what the boy needed to keep him out of
trouble
.
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Summary
ed.
This boy was brought
In the home he was made
up
to
very strictly and felt reject
assume the role of father, as
the head of the family was a cripple, liis escapade was evi-
I
dently a case of the boy’s attempting to emancipate himself
from his parents. His work has usefully absorbed his surplus
j
energy, arid already given a lift to his ego in enabling him to]
contribute financial assistance to the family. Vi/hile airain-
ishing his craving for attention and recognition, this newly
acquired feeling of security and independence has made him a
raore mature and confident person. Lastly the worker’s trust
and confidence in him proved an added incentive for him to do
a good job.
CASH kill
Albert Mann, fifteen, is a well built, good looking
boy except for an injury which mars the appearance of one eye.
I
He is in the eigikith grade of tiie public sciiool. He is well
behaved and fares poorly in his worK. He is in the dull nor-
mal group in intelligence, but his mechanical aptitude is
high. The teacher describes Albert as being very sensitive,
especially when reciting. He attends church regularly and is
an active member of the Boy Scouts.
Albert lives with his parents, four brothers and one
sister in a six room suite in a three family house in Dor-
chester. This nei^borhood is residential and has good rec-
reational facilities.
The father, born in Nova Scotia in 1895, came to the
United States in 1916. He is a model father, a good mixer and
a strict disciplinarian. He went as far as the third year of
higli sdriool. The mother, born in Nova Scotia in 1896, came to
the United States in 1912. She was a hi^ school graduate.
Both parents admit Albert is well behaved at home, gets along
well in the family, and has never caused them any worry until
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this present running away. He is somewhat stubborn and very
j
sensitive, probably because of his injured eye which mars his
appearance.
As a result of being picked up on Boston Common in the|
early morning hours, the boy vms brougtit to juvenile court.
Albert told tiie judge that he had not been doing well at |i
school and his mother punished him; so he left home and failed
to return for three days. The judge found Albert delinquent, i
placed him on probation, and ordered him to attend the C.T.G.
!
At the C.T.G. the boy was -unusually quiet and never I
mixed with the other boys. He is a "lone wolf" type, not as- 1
suming a superior air, but in fact quite humble. He appreci-
ated attention and in this manner was drawn out on many occa-
sions. In the gym he showed athletic skill and good coordina-|
tion. He liked woodworking and did very well in his work.
Being somewhat shy and aloof, he rarely took part in group
discussion, Bince the department did not feel "that the boy
showed any delinquency pattern, ana because his home life and
environs were wholesome, it was deemed advisable to recommend
that his case be filed without further supervision by a proba-
tion officer on his return to the court after completing the
twelve weeks’ training.
Summary .
Ttiere did not seem to be any apparent reason for Al-
bert’s delinquent act, either in the boy’s personality or in
the boy’s home. He had normal ideas, a good sense of social
values, and adequate recreational outlets. His academic limi-
tation was interpreted to his mother in order to eliminate her
criticism of his scholastic record,
CaSJi XIV
Albert C-unningham, a handsome boy of fifteen with a
winning smile, attends the George T. angell School, a special
class center, and has an I.<ci. of 72. He is a problem child in
school and is habitually truant. He has a second grade mathe-
matics ability, and his reading ability is not quite third
grade level. The boy attends church irregularly and the sac-
raments, infrequently. His attendance at the South End Boys’
Club is spasmodic.
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He lives with his mother, two sisters and two brothers}
in a four room apartment on the first floor of a three family
|
house, located in a very poor nei^borhood in the South Hnd.
Albert’s father, born on Prince Edward Island on July 2, 1901,
|
has been separated from his wife for the past three years and '
at present is serving a non-support sentence on Deer Island, ;;
This man’s formal education ended with the completion of the
sixth grade, Ke is a painter b^/ trade, Kis wife describes
|him as a chronic alcoholic who is unable to hold a job. The
boy’s mother is Anna Macy, whom the father went to live with ji
after separating from his wife, Gertrude Bigg, whom he married^
in Boston on February 4, 1923, Anna Macy is the mother of the,
man’s five children, and she poses as Mrs, Cunnin^am, The 'j
vtfhereabouts of Gertrude Bigg Cunningham is unknown. The fami-ji
ly at present is maintained by A.n,C, The woman appears to ij
have average intelligence, but very poor judgment, in dealing '
with her son.
Albert was found by a policeman at South Station, try-!
ing to buy a ticket to Connecticut to visit an au 2it . The mo- !i
ther claims that this has happenea frequently in the past, andij
as a result feelings between the mother and the boy were bad. !
Albert was found delinquent, placed on probation, and ordered
to attend the C.T.G,
The mother appears to regard the boy as a nuisance. i
She stated that she has had trouble with i^im since he was four}
years old, at which time he started to run away. He refuses '
to do home chores, stays out late at night, and uses profane
language when talking to her. i
Inasmuch as the boy appeared confused and bewildered l|
at times, arrangements were made for him to have an electro-
j|
encephalogram, the results of which were negative, Albert
;i
always strove to be in the spotliglrit, as it seemed to him to
I
be the only way to gain the approbation and attention of the i
group. Treatment consisted of close sociax supervision and
[
work of limited responsibility--preferably of a monotonous na-i
ture. The worker interpreted to Albert his responsibility to i
his mother. Since the boy had to be trained in the routine of
work, help for the boy was souglit throu^i the Conmiunity ’.vork-
I
shop, which accepted him foj? a month’s training period. The !
Workshop reported to the C.T.G. that the boy was a fair worker]
but needed constant supervision of his work. It was felt by i
the worker that the area of Albert’s treatment was needed in
the vocational training sphere. This therapy resulted not
only in a steadily improving relationship between mother and
son, but also in an abatement of Albert’s yearning to be in
the limeligtit, which was brought about by his understanding of
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the realization that he could perform useful work. To aid his
academic development tutoring in arithmetic and reading was
provided.
Summary.
Tiiis boy’s delinquency can be attributed to a poor
home and an inadequate mother who did not understand his
needs. The father’s absence from the home afforded a leeway
for relaxed disciplinary measures, albert is essentially in
need of direction, training and guidance, especially in a
good sense of social values. Farm placement was considered,
but it was generally felt that since the boy had a certain
amount of security and attachment for his family and home,
such as they were, he would run away from a foster home. The
relationship between mother and son was improved greatly by
the worker’s constant interpretation of Arthur’s needs to his
mother. Albert has limitations, in that he is academically
dull, but this is offset to a certain extent by his winning
smile
.
CASE XV
Joseph Frank, fifteen years old, a tall, good looking
easy-going boy, is in the third year of English High School.
His I.Ci, is 115. He did very well in school until two years
ago, when he started his truancy, mainly because he did not
get up in time to get to school. His sister took him to live
with her for a year, and everything progressed satisfactorily;
but as soon as he returned home, he lapsed into his former
habits. Vi/hen he reaches his sixteenth birthday, Mr. Downey,
the principal, recommends that Joseph leave school and get a
job. He attends church and the sacraments irregularly and was
formerly a member of the Charlestown Boys’ Club. The boy at-
tends dental clinic regularly.
Prior to his court appearance Joseph lived alone with
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his father in a three-room apartment in a six- family house,
located in a crowded residential section of the North iind.
His mother died in 1932. There is an older married sister and
an older brother, Anthony, nov/ in the armed service. Another
older sister, Santa, is an inmate of the Femald State School
in '.Vaverly. The faraily is known to the S.P.C.C. and Family
Society.
The father was oorn in Italy in 1894 and came to the !
United States in 1912. Me went as far as the thira grade in
school, but attended night school here before he became a
naturalized citizen. At the present time he is working in a
foundry. His daughter describes him as very strict and head-
strong.
As a result of being picked up at the South Station,
where he was found sleeping, Joseph was brou^^it to Juvenile ij
Court, The boy stated that he had a quarrel with his father
|
about going into the Merchant Marine. The judge found Joseph
j
delinquent, gave him a suspended sentence to the Industrial
School for Boys at Shirley, and ordered him to attend the '
C.T.G. The married daughter, Louise, tola the judge that her
father was not well and was unable to cope with the boy, but
;
that he did his best and failed, inasmuch as Joseph needs morei
understanding and supervision than the father could provide,
,|
Louise agreed to take tlie boy to live v\/ith her, as there would
j
then be better supervision aiid an improved home environment.
Joseph did an excellent job in the gymnasium and show-
ed intelligence and a good grasp of social values in the dis-
cussion classes. He was always cooperative and willing to do
anything that might be asxed of him, \i/lien the boy came to the
C.T.G,, he seemed to consider it a joke, having received a
few jolts during a court session one day when two other C.T.G.
boys were sent to the Training School, Joseph v;as evidently
deeply impressed. From then on there was a decided change in
his attitude and behavior. After several conferences with the
worker, Joseph was reconciled to wait until either the father
signed the necessary papers or he became of age to enlist in
the Merchant Marine. Meanwhile the worker secured for him
part-time employment, after wlJ.ch he settled dowri to serious
v/o rk
.
Joseph was encouraged to remain with his sister, and
the boy’s needs were interpreted to her by the v/orker. The
worker found him a job, at which he is marking time until he
will be of age to enlist in the Merchant Marine.
Summary.
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Here is a case where the boy’s mother aied when he was'
four, leaving tiie father, a well meaning, but exceedingly 'i
headstrong individual, to be both mother and father to their
five children. The father did his best but failed, as the ''
family required more understanding ana supervision than he
|i
could provide, Joseph feels he is rejected and reacts by an-
ll
tisocial behavior. He has been without tlie loving care of a I
mother at a tine when a mother’s love and understanding were !
needed to integrate the boy’s total personality. He is in- ^
capable of identifying with his father, v\ho he feels has com-
'j
pletely rejected him. It was shown clearly that while the boyij
ll
lived with his sister, who was able to give him tixe care and
|
attention he needed, the boy’s antisocial behavior ceased. Ini
addition to this care provided by his sister the environmental
change brought about a halt to his runaway tendencies. It is
felt that Joseph will keep out of further trouble, if he con-
}
I
tinues to live with his sister. After a conference with the
j
I
judge, at which time the needs of tixe boy were interpreted to
j
the father, he agreed to allow Joseph to continue living v/ith I
his sister.
CASE ^VI
Albert Nord, fifteen, is a well built, curly haired,
rather good looking boy. His schooling has been erratic,
scattered and irregular due to the frequent changes of address
of the family. He has attended ten different schools in com-
pleting seven grades and is now in ills eleventh school. Mr.
Sheeiian, principal of the Bigelow Bchool, states that Albert
has been no behavior problem in school. He is a fair student,
1
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with an i.O,. of 109. Albert attends church irregularly. He
was formerly a member of the Y.K' . C.A.
Albert’s mother was corn in Boston in 19u7 ana went as
far as the sixth grade in school. His father died eleven
years ago. Her children were taken from her by order of the
court on a complaint of neglect. Albert was placed in a fos-
ter home, but was returned to his mother after he had run a-
way many times from the foster home. He then resided with his
mother in an apartment of four rooms in a three story apart-
ment house in the bouth Boston district. The mother was ad-
dicted to drink ana had a court record. bhe is known to en-
tertain men frequently in the house, bhe works in a restau-
rant, and her eariiings together with aii allotment from Jol.n, a
son in the Navy, support the boy. His sister has been commit-
ted to Lancaster, and three other children are in the custody
of the Division of Child Guardianship.
Albert was picked up at half past four one morning on
Tremont Street, In court the boy stated that he ran away from
his foster home and was on his way home to his mother. He ad-
mitted to the judge that he had persistently run away to re-
turn to his mother and stated that he had done this because he
felt that his mother had just as nice a home as any other
place where he had been. The boy was found delinquent, re-
turned to the custody of his mother, placed on probation, ana
orderea to attend the C.T.G.
At the C.T.G. Albert was found to be an immature and
insecure boy, who covered up by bragging. He was skilled in
activities of a physical nature and showed good competitive
spirit in group games. He used discussion classes to talk
about crime and delinqiiency in South Boston, but this was to
attract attention to himself. He was stubborn in his insist- i
ence that he remain with his mother, and refused to be placed
away from her. The worker heard of the mother’s continuing to
drinx and was making plans to get Albert out of the house,
when he and his mother were both arrested for drunkenness. i
After arraignment in court on this charge, both ran avi^ay; they'
are now believea to be somewhere in New York.
Summary
.
j
This case is a portrayal of a mother who refused to
accept the responsibilities of bringing up her family, result-
ing in Albert’s antisocial behavior. He had every reason to
feel rejected and insecure. In addition he was without the
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companionship of a father with whom to identify. Obviously he
was subjected to insecure and unstable home life with conse-
quent bad training, provoking a confused attitude regarding
morals and social consciousness. His mother was an immoral
drunkard who took no interest in the boy. It was felt that
this boy needed a good home in a v/hoi.esome environment,, where
some adult would take an interest in him. He never had an op-
portunity to become acquainted with the finer tilings of life,
and appeared to be confused, especially in his attitude to-
ward his mother. Interpretation made by the worker to the
mother was ineffective due to her inadequacy aind lack of in-
terest in the boy. His constant changes of address did not
allow him to attend one school for any appreciable length of
time
.
GROUP iSUm^AHY
This final group included the major number of cases
studied, where all of the boys were left in tiieir own homes.
It has been a matter of undeviating principle with the court
that the best place for a child is his own home, where he is
likely to get the security, affection, and moral care he
needs. The last case in this category may be excepted inas-
much as plans were being made to remove Albert Nord from his '
mother's influence, when botii of them ran away to New York af-j
ter having been arrested for drunkenness. Because of a com-
1
plaint of neglect the court had ordered the children taken |'
I
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away from the unwholesome influence of this immoral widow,
Albert had thereafter run away from a foster home many times
in order to be with his mottier. The balance of this summary
will be devoted to the remaining nine cases.
With the exception of Case XIll all of these boys
;
lived in poor, crowded neighborhoods. A comparatively trivial
argument at home or a parental misunderstanding of school
progress prompted five of the boys to commit the delinquent
act of running away, which seemeu accidental rather than due
to any serious underlying difficulty. Most of the families
exiiibited one or more of the following symptoms of social or
family breakdown: immorality, divorce or separation, illegit-
imacy, economic need (receipt of public or private relief),
ill health serious enough to upset normal family life, and
parental disinterest. Only the mother was present in three ofl
the cases. In Case VII the parents were separated, the mother
was an invalid, and all five chilaren were illegitimate. In
Case VIII the father had deserted. In Case XIV the parents
were separated, and the father was serving a sentence for non-
support. A widower was the only parent present in one case,
and he was strict and headstrong in raising his son whose be-
havior was normal while living with his married sister. Both
parents were present in the remaining five cases. Of tiiese,
three portrayed a vdiolesome home life, one was a poor home
without supervision, and there was constant bickering, quar-
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reling and discord in the other home.
i
Of the total group three boys were well behaved in thej
home ana school. They attended church regularly and actively
participated in recreation programs. One boy was a problem in'
both home and school. His attendance at church was irregular;
his participation in the South End Boys' Club, spasmodic; and ,
the family was supported by Aid to Dependent Children. Al-
though John Howe was not a problem in school, he was quite '
troublesome; and in the home he was stubborn, badly disci-
|
,1
plined, and untrained. Vilhile Joseph Frank's mother lived, he
|
was no problem. After her death his truancy increased, as he i
overslept mornings; and his father was unable to cope with
him. Edv?ard Court presented no problem in behavior at school,
but in the home his mother was overstrict and his father beat
him frequently. Herbert Cood, one of five illegitimate chil-
i
dren, was no problem in school, but in the home he was bossy, '
argumentative, and overbearing. Joseph Jones, a problem and
I a nuisance in school, had a defensive, overprotective mother.
I
In all of these cases the treatment at the C.T.G. re-
sulted in an abatement of the boys' antisocial behavior and a
general improvement in the attitude and behavior of the boys
in the home, school, and C.T.G. Albert Mann stemmed from a
good home environment ana showed no delinquency pattern. He
had normal ideas, a good sense of social values, and adequate
recreational outlets. In Cases XI and XIV, where tutoring was
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Iprovided, the scholastic records were brougtit up to a passing
I
level.
As an outcome of training at the C.T.fr. and interpre-
tation made by the worker to the parents, satisfactory adjust-|
ment in the home resulted in all cases; and home conditions in,
I
'l
general were greatly iniproved. Joseph Jones’s parents became
i|
more interested in their son’s needs and v/elfare. Interpreta-
tion of Albert Mann’s academic limitations eliminatea criti-
cism of his scholastic record. There appeared a decidedly im-
proved relationship betv/een Albert Cunnin^am and his mother, i
After living with his married sister, Joseph Frank halted his i
runaway tendencies and ceased his antisocial behavior. Inas-
|
4
much as home conditions in general had improved satisfactorilyij
il
before completion of the boys ’ probationary periods, it was i
I
deemed advisable to have the boys remain in their own homes. I
SB vu
* M* - 1 </*
I
' i*
^ -. .< t. , ‘ . . ,
5oi«e4jri « Oif c(i> a^ow disncoda
^
•
'
’
^ • •,
,
t;
. r . tJ> a^id 4fi tirfdonjkc nji pit
r
'. /
sjxid <rj' add obt^ta ncid'ad
3"
-
'-* *'
»U p^AC tjwi tifjja jetreLO- L/acri/iftc*'^ difd. ai dnoflS'
r _,>« ' ^
ditmodd kiifr^r>n^i fcA ^ adP“w" xa'sdfu.'S.i
^"r*
dii^ abiiFfn ijk! iiOG *ilc>rJd‘'*aX '.J^daerjedaX otlok-
-idl-tu iv&dpiti.tilXe' r>:*t}&*>j®ofc n’ ruxJttiX 'Ic noid
-mi ^X&dbiy»j[r ij ’ - al^J'tsiijXcito aid 'to fWBld'
:' •
'
/
'
'
'.
"
'
• ;xeawdpc£'<fififtiidXd*'Xf»‘x ,bevcnq'
•.',:
‘
V. m
'
-*
'2s
_»
e.gt ^niddEiB aX4 ^niaJtX /ledXA
_ \ 1* ' , ® 3 ‘ z- A
. 'xo iv:^/icvcf XalacRidfw aid iJiai .etfXd«o-J>«6d ^AWAnirtT:
,
*rii‘xo;fsxi^ieid:i4r. de^^O'iqsU bnrt ij3*xOriyjgfc nl tiuolili^oco . ttnosi en Soum
’‘', t ' edw $t ^elicited x^abo'ld*MJc'io4M:t^c«| arid lo- aoiiisiXqfiaPo
» / V, . fT
‘
'
-.^
^
?’
..
fc4
k
. rPtoi-; «j:i'h:2.ai,u 'i ay:tx' yxfU'^pivjfciis od p &*3lpi\7'X»£f‘*^iefli©ob
-r
CRaPTER VII
Sm^^ARY
I
The purpose of this study of sixteen runaway boys, who 'I
were adjudicated delinquent by tne Boston Juvenile Court from 1
January, 19<t4, to December, 1946, and orderea to attend the !
Citizenship Training i^epartment for the first twelve weeks of !
their probation, has been threefold: firstly, to discover
whether runaways possess certain traits to differentiate them 1
’
from non-runaways ; secondly, to ascertain what constellation
;j
of factors produces in certain boys such aeep-set feelings of
|
deprivation that running away is the response; and thirdly, to,
determine the contributions of rhe Citizenship Training be-
;
partment in the rehabilitation and social adjustment of these
|
boys. Vvith these purposes in mind the major findings of the
cases examined will now be sumraarized
. ;
li
The group studied ranged in age from twelve to sixteen!
years. Twelve per cent were sixteen years old; fifty-ei^t
per cent, fifteen years old; twelve per cent, fourteen years
old; twelve per cent, thirteen years old; and six per cent,
tv/elve years oxd. It can be said that this period of adoles-
cence is one in which the desires for adventure, independence,
security, recognition and response are dominant.
Tile physical environments of these ooys were, on the
whole, areas having high delinquency ratings and considered by
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the writer to be poor residential sections. Tliey lived in
various parts of the city, including the Back Bay, Beacon Hill,
North End, South End, East. Boston, South Boston, Dorchester,
Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, and Allston. Sixty per cent of these
boys lived in a poor neighborhood; seven per cent, in fair
surroundings; and thirty-three per cent, in good residential
neighborhooQS . Although the majority of these families re-
ceived at least moderate incomes, tiiirty-eight per cent were
aided by either public or private agencies— in some instances,
by both.
j
Disorganizing factors were present in a majority of
i
I
the homes, many of which were broken by paternal desertion,
I
separation, and death, tending to disintegrate the families
and weaken parental control. A deviation from the desirable
pattern of the presence of both parents in the home was en-
countered in fifty per cent of the cases: twelve per cent be-
cause of desertion, twelve per cent by separation, nineteen
per cent due to death, and seven per cent because the mother
was not married. In twelve per cent of the cases where there
v/as only one parent in the home, that parent was employea with
the result that the boys were left with very little, if any,
supervision or subsequent parental control, a stepmother in
the home was indicated in twelve per cent of the cases. Six-
ty-two per cent suffered from rejection, while a larger major-
ity were deprived of a sense of security, thus jeopardizing an
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establishment of their capacity for successful adjustment to
society/ as adults.
Parental histories of such overt destructive influ-
ences as alcoholism, immorality, and criminality, played an
important rou.e in the development of these cases of delinquen-
cy. Thirty-seven per cent had alcoholic fathers, nineteen per
cent had alcoholic mothers, v/hile Doth parents were alcoholic
in eighteen per cent of the cases. Immorality of both parents
occurred in twelve per cent of the cases, twelve per cent had
immoral fathers, and six per cent had immoral mothers. Nine-
teen per cent of these runaways were illegitimate. Tlie writ-
,
er learned from the Board of Probation records that in six perj
cent of the cases studied both parents had criminal records,
and that such was the case in nineteen per cent of the boys’
!
fathers and in twelve per cent of the mothers, while the boys’;
siblings had court records in twelve per cent of the cases.
In regard to the nativity and education of the boys
’ j
I
parents the writer found that forty-four per cent of the fa- '
thers were born in the United States and an equal percentage
of the mothers were also Americans. The remaining fathers and,
mothers were born in Ireland, Canada, Italy, Nova Scotia, and
|
I
Prince Edward Island, indicating to a certain degree a con-
flict of culture patterns in the home. Forty- five per cent of
i
i
the fathers received grammar school educations or less, forty-
j
five per cent either graduated from or attended high school,
i;
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and ten per cent went to college. A review oi’ the mothers’
educational backgrounds revealed that forty per cent had a
grammar school education or less, thirty per cent either grad-
uated from or attended high school, M^ile this information
pertaining to the remaining thirty per cent was unknown.
The majority of these boys enjoyed good health with no
physical handicaps, presented a good appearance, and were very
active. They had normal ideas, were amenable to discipline,
and had adequate recreational outlets. Sixty-two per cent
were active or former members of ooys ’ clubs or neighborhood
centers. Forty-four per cent were behavior problems in school,
while fifty per cent of them constituted problems for their
parents by their beliavior in the home.
Results of the psychological tests placed twelve per
cent of these boys on the superior intelligence level; fifty
per cent haa average intelligence; nineteen per cent were in
the dull normal category; twelve per cent had borderline in-
telligence; and seven per cent were mentally deficient. These
boys’ l.(^. averaged ninety-five, which is higlier than the
rating of seventy-eight which, according to Dr. Clairette Arm-
strong’s survey conducted in the New York Children’s Court,
was the average of other delinquents. Only thirteen per
cent of the boys were doing well in school; thirty-one per
cent were fair pupils; and the remaining fifty-six per cent
were doing poorly. In twenty-five per cent of the cases rec-
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ords of truaiicy appeared persistently.
j
In the group studied forty-four per cent attended r
church regularly; thirty-seven per cent, irregularly; and the l|
remaining nineteen per cent indicated no church attendance.
Ninety-four per cent were of the white race; and six per cent, >
I,
of the colorea race. ji
In alj. of the cases each boy committed his act of de- I
linquency alone and unescorted. Six per cent disclosed a col:-
||
plaint of stealing, mainly small sums of money from the home, ij
I
which preceded the act of running away.
1
In this group of sixteen runaway boys two were commit-
ted to Lyman School and one, to Shirley. Three were placed inj
foster hones because of unsatisfactory home conditions, where-
as the remainder were left in their homes under supervision of
the probation officer, and they attended the Citizenship
i
Training Department regularly.
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TCHAPTiiK VIII |:
i'
CONCLUSIONS
i
In examining all of the seemingly contradictory ex-
j
planations of the causes of delinquency in general and running
j,
away in particular, it is found froi, the study of these cases
|
that they do have one common denominator: the inability of
the child to meet the obligations or temptations of a particu-
lar situation without resorting to a path of least resistance
and so violating the law. The peculiar nature of each boy,
his background of experience and family life, and his particu-
lar needs are al± Inextricably interwoven. Physical and so-
cial heredity, emotional disturbances, and a host of other
factors, both in isolation and in a variety of combinations,
are emphasized as causative of running away. These sixteen
runaways in most cases have shown a marked defiance against
the home and to a consioerably lesser extent against the
school. The writer has found that a combination of environ-
mental and situational factors thwarted natural urges in these
boys and maoe social relationships unsatisfying, tlius setting
up attitudes conducive to rurjiing away.
In reading the case material the reader can visualize
the types of home atmospheres created by arunken fathers, the
scenes ana situations arising froit the immorality of one or
both parents, culture conflicts, and baa parental examples as
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have been indicatea in the histories of alcoholism, immorality'
and criminality.
Since the ultimate goal of successful probation is to
1
bring about in the life of each individual a new outlook or
|
perspective, and a new set of habits, a different attituae to-,
ward society and those with whom he comes in contact, the Cit-
izensnip Training department appears to have aovanced far in
j
I
the training, rehaoilitation, and social adjustment of these J
i
runaways by aeveloping in them their latent abilities, their
force of character, strength, ana skill.
It is oDvious, however, that the effect of the juve-
nile court is limited, and in many cases cannot be expected to I
offset years of slack aiscipline, oad habits and poor stand-
ards. Nor can it make poor human material into good human ma-
terial. The juvenile court is not a cure-all, but merely a '!
short step forward.
||
Not only is cooperation between the juvenile court and
j
the school valuable as a means of dealing with delinquency but
it also serves as a vital influence in preventing it. There
should be a close functional cooperation oetween the juvenile
I
!
court and all child welfare agencies in the community. Coor-
|
dinated and properly directea effort, as v/ell as propagandiz-
j
I
ing for proper housing, economic security, better education,
j
and directed recreation, will result in happier homes and fam-
|
ily life, but the court in conjunction with other social agen-
.rlfi
f*
*
4*»o ru » V * dXi.5 rti 'O^idb^M.oJuni rt^6d
*
i' *
’. j*
j
.-L*a i-i' nol/^o'ctf -TO JijPDS' «^3Ar^?i:u ^4J botflQ
. i;/»xii<aIio tHi)
' 10 M^fL~ c: »»‘nx mii aX -iJistidH jynl'td
.'~v:i2( ;f#<l wi^/rj ir/u'.'is A
'
^
'I'^ -4
‘‘*''»
Piu;- r.: ea
i^'
••
•' Ki
t-.v
> '.^ • LliT^' ‘ V'.-, : ,
»
‘ ly
‘
- r> r .'
,
V ' " '
. riib ;'to3^*t^db
-'li> ftiiool
~07^^t «dit T*^‘ « ,*i'^»V'j<^6S 41 i
.
o^ 3t?r{ 4d&a0 fii ^^&M^lsit£ ''4‘1 jniroO' ©Xii-''*
) »rd<.<q jlifiAi 04iOiPi^ I^r4^'^v4cii ’Xa briad^ iif^Vi& 1 3X
... - .
-.<-•
}
'-fia aetcija joos c4nX' XM^t -J-‘v rtir^wit -x^ocj dTim'Si' ,T/io -aoU .at^^x i
4.
.,
''
,
*• '•
'*'•
'-
'’'
'
7,
''
I
tt ijr<i ^XjU-s'-i.xivo' jd 4i^n rX j^uXob e^IZn^^y^^t orfi' .Xal'tb^r I i
' M
_
'
I
'‘* ‘ An&ffko'X (^^L :f^ioitR
,,
'f
,
i, « hM. . *
V. • *% ij'cfico f»/Xfit>VL'f, fit ewji^d.. 40.1 J.?yx^CGti eX x^'/xio '’« ^
,
. J, ..
*^'-
's I :
:^c6 cXd- uiov XooUoa Sh*i^ cj
/
'
-
•
'"
'V 1 ', ‘
,
7, < ,
-
» V ,,.. . fcj ' . ’ ‘
^
.XX «X; i>.*:rj«4(X':yi4 X#dXv e La aevi&B obIb jrX' v
• V
•’••' m
_
r vj,
^
r»
‘ B
. ;i
f ns4X fit>eX*jfrd ncsXii.-TC«0C9 A cd .jlirbdc
.
-
' ® '• “ »
£i’< KT .tv-X/ii.- bfvj fli d^-tAilij9V» J&XXdf*' XXji .X»4ia X*ijL/cib
tBfc-:!
'
'
• “ ••'’
,.
? [; 0^ xXoiv LM, ,:i*to%ii>
,
yX‘£QaC’'ic< bfia boX.axttP -
„•
^
1
-
, .
-• ^ i’
'
.
RN .'1 o'imrrfgoo
,
Niiiex otf •lajfy^
g?5'/» \iPi4jf - ' 1
'
[ '/
'.t'-'-,
•...
-V,
iV^_; -• 'ui-i hnH’ wifetrtujl toXrjq^ii at ifXL'bd^ ,XXXlf »'9XoB*rJtd &j
“ iiiJopa
^Q’ii.ix yiX
,1 j
'• V ‘r«.-i.-r>^<i*fc• »
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It is better to build up fai.^ily ties than to tear themji
down, adverse feelings and hostile reactions are frequently
|
linked with faraway inadequacies of tiie parent’s own child- I
hood. Children come to the attention of the court because thej
hor:e, the school, and other agencies in the community fail to
jj
meet their needs. Preventive work should reach chilaren be-
fore their needs become serious. Delinquency must be control-
led through prevention. In addition to programs providing so-
cial treatment of the individual cliild, measures aimed at ba-
sic causes are required if conditions in the home and communi-
ty contributing to delinquency are to be removed, a solution
to delinquency lies in the community as a total being. Youth-
ful energies must be directed into useful channels. Fine com-
munity agencies are needed to step in and buttress the home,
never taking over, but supplementing it. Proper referral of-
ten causes a boy to change rather than a probation officer's
attempt to do so.
Coimnunity planning for child welfare requires partici-
pation of social-welfare agencies, schools, health agencies,
courts, recreational agencies, and representative citizens
concerned with children. Child guidance service with re-
sources for competent psychiatric, psychological, and social
study and treatment is a necessary part of a comm'unity welfare
program. The school has an important place in the prevention
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and treatment of social problems of children. Its primary re
sponsibility is the organization of an educational program
sufficiently flexible to meet inaividual needs. For children
who reqiiire care away from their owr^ homes there should be
available the various forms of family-home and institutional
care necessary to insure provision for physical, emotional,
educational, and religious needs, with due regard for special
handicaps and problems of adjustment.
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SCHEDULE
Name
Date of Birth
Boy’s Court Record
Date
Conplaint
Disposition
Previous Court Record
Grade in School
Marks: Good, Fair, Poor
Church Attendance; Regular, Irregular, None
Conduct; Good, Fair, Poor
Hone
School
Observations
Parents; Name
Birthplace
Date of Birth
To United States
Education
Home; Siblings
Number of Rooms
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Section of City
Neigliborhood ; Good, Fair, Poor
Area; Crowded, Suburban, Residential
Horae Conditions
Poverty
Overcrowded
Neglected
immoral
Shiftie ss
Both Parents IfVorK
Chronic Illness;
Physical
Mental
Family Relationships: Gooa, Fair, Poor
Broken by Death
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Separation, Divorce
Illness
Non- support
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